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Reve Coates, members of the Board of Education, Dr, Manning and staff « 


I em Mr. Solomon Shepard, President of the Adams P,T.A. representing 
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It te with regret but pepamniiy vice despair that I find it 
necessary to defend sincerety and honesty against cheap politics 

and selfish whims, As long as there are life and people no one 

ia naive enough to say "X" ia perfection. We are completely satisfied." 
Show me a perfect school and I will show you a dreamy words, a 

sketch on papers Flesh and blood schools always have oa for 
improvement «+ just like flesh and blood anything else, 


She present Adama faculty has made special appeals to the parents for 
theix cooperation and help during the past two years, Appeals have 
been made by the Py, T, A, as well. Parénts have been encouraged 

and welcomed to give.their services and support te the school for 

the benefit of the children, The charges made by this self-appointed, 
politically motivated, so~called "Emergency Committee” are ridiculously 
untrue. They have slandered and viciously maligned the staff of Adens 
School. They Wave gone to great lengths to destroy an. institution 
that was struggling to develop into a place that AR benefit and 
meet the needs of its pppils as much as possible within the framework 
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established by you = the Board of Education. 


The parents of Adams School are well aware of what the staff heg. done 
and is attempting to do for our ehildren. We appreciate the job that 
is being done. 


Complaints by two (2) memberscéf ithis "Rnergency Committee" are the 
' only complaints madettotthe principal. Does that indldate the 
validity of the wild charges zade by thia namfactured group? 


Certain members of this committee were so eager to disrupt and 
destroy the school that integrity was throm to the winds and they 
stopped to the questioning of children on the streets as to theix 
likes and dislikes concerning the principal and staff, Was this an 
act of stable, eohimennng adults? Nos 


Wea this committee an its plan for disruption was rejected by the 
PITA. body tt drew atte&tion to itself by Pibitatetne unfounded and 
deliberately slanderous charges by distributing throw-aways discrediting 
the school, by having public meetings where it tried to spread its 
viclousness and untruths in attempts to swell ite ranks, by going so 

far as to use the cities newspapers, radic and T, Vs. stations to 

spread its planredy politically motivated propaganda. We kmow that 

apher ties built on such deceit, malicious destxructiong and absence of 
fact and truth certainly must fail. 


Any person or group who destroys and maligns in order to est-blish 
itself shows the world that it means no good and is selfishly motivated. 
We do not want our shildren and school used as pawns by such as this on 
@ political battlefield. 
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In the 1965 agreement with Dr. Hansen and the former Board it was 
agreed that if the experiment at Morgan were a success negotiations 
“would be initiated to extend it to Adams. I repeat + providing it 
was a success, Our thoughts are = has the toad Yoon tine to vey 
visit the school, study the euxrh odin, and aerate its outcone or 
is 1t the Boards policy to rely on hearsay? 


One member of this committee was quoted in a newspaper as aaying 
"the name of the game is commnity control." We are afraid that 
that is just what this attempt is to this wociferous group « a GANCe 


But when the game is over « where will they be? Where will our child- 


xen be? 


The staff at Adams should be hiahiy eetinenton on the outstanding 
job 4% had done in:the past tro (2) years which have been filled with 
problems. Year before last the membership was doubled by a chenge of 
boundary and by tvo bus loads coming in datly Prom Senthesst, Thin 
moant that more than half the staff was now to the building along 
with @new principal. The past year came with nere changes, Bus 
delivery was stopped tt boundaries were again changed which meant a 
another influx of children new to the building on all levels, Along 
with the changing membership ~ the past year wasone when the school 
was res unfair, malicious attack by these few loud personal axe~ 
gxindets, The staff hag done well, to survive, Tt is our hope that 
they will romain and contime to do the good job they have been doing. 
The staff has our confidence and support. 
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The Board has on record the true feeling of the Adams parents, A 
letter was sent last year asking that the Antioch experiment not be 
extended to Adams. This wos done with the unanimous consent of the 
P. T, A, body in a regular meeting, The request was repeated this 
yours | | | 


If the Board sees fit to ignore the requests by the official parentu 
body of Adams School « there will be no other recourse for us but the 
courte. We do not intend to have ‘the education of our children intere 
tupteds, brought to a halt, set back, or Se ooarin destroyed completely 
for the political and selfish gain of adults who ‘couldn't care less 
for the welfore of our -obtlarene 


We ‘do not rant Rica: we have seen of t commntty contxol at oar school, 
We need parent control at home nt teachar control at school 890 our | 
children will have a fain chance at acquiring and developing the 
nocessary skilis iney need 80 badly in todays denanding world, 


ve ag | parontedo not want ncueehiee cranned ¢ down our ‘roa te men itaen 

of whether we want it or not, I will say asone ) Boaxl neubex said “a 

and. I quote "Zam here to represent my constituents = as to what | 

they. vants®™ As president of the John Quinsy Adem P, T, As I am stating « 
Iny assoolates do not want a commnity controlled school and have voted 

to that effect. Further, it is not our aim to have one until we, as 
parents of Adams School ask the Bowd to grant it ~ not when someone 
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aloe nel for it ont off sure volfishneas and poraomd, gain Atsrogutting 
the velfore of our childrens We asle yotty The Board of Bduention, to kil. 
this attexpt for comunity control and allow Adame School to reaain a | 
$122 vard of the Board, ‘ith your contimie? help we wild make 1t the 
adhool we want 16 to bos es. ; 
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school, I cen sey to vou at tne outset that the onivy reason mr son is able to 


read and write his name today is because his parents taught him those skilis 


at home, I am also a member of the Emergency Committee for the Adams School. 


By profession, 1 sm a writer and editor specializing in science and education.. 
My purpose here teni 


sentatives of the people, face at this hearing on the future of the Adams 


sues will affect not only the children at Adams, 
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School, How vou fac 
but also by indirection, all < the children in the District public schools, 

You have three choices available to you. You can do nothing and face your con- 
sciences, You can tem orize and call for further "study" - which emounts to 

%o Going nothing and betraying the children at Adams. Or vou can take action 
and make the Adams school a true community school, elong with its sister school, 
Morgan, If you take the latter action, you will be giving the people of the 
Adams School community, parents and cormuxity members together, the power to 
bring change and innovetion and a humenitarien attitude into a school that up 


to now has failed so many of its children end shut its doors to the cormunity 


ne issues at Adams are clear, What's needed at Adams is accountab ility, res- 
ponsiveness, and a>vove all quality education — and cormunity control is the 


ay this because for months, by lettsr, 


efficials, in talxs with central school administration people, including the 


Superintendent himself, we have tried in vain to bring about despe erately needed 


change at Adams and the kind of educa td onal innovetion sorely needed at the 


‘\ 


school, For our troubles we have gotten nothing more than an offhand suggestion 


: $ r3 a yout? aA 1G Zz 2 
and staff -—- an advisory board with no power and to which no one has to 


Fe i 5 eee es ae = ae es rk poaes s : 
we and other cormunity crganigations have rejected this kind of res= 


+ ot whoa) Se + 4 ~+)} *. ve 5] a 
ponse from the downtorn administration as nothing more than another form of 
colonialism, 
he oro % oe 3 a = a4 + 2 u e Ty 
Accountability and responsiveness are two sides of the same coin, The school 


5. ad A Pt : t ae a ees Bee =8 So ta a 3 es 
staff at Adams and the school administration are showing neither, And while 


they shuffle papers and hope we will go away, reading scores continue to de- 


cline at Adams, That unhappy situation merely underscores Dr. Manning's recent 


statement before Sentaor Proxmire's committees on Canitol Hill that our urban 


schools are a failure, © 
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pealed to you, heaving demaned action om you, and having been re- 
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oe 


buffed for months new in cur camnai 


=r nese 1~ -- PT Tane »} : 
we ere convinced that only br fulfilling the ori 


ay) 


school administ tre eon and sdiool board to bring Adams into the Adams-Morgan 
community school project can desperately needed change and -uality education 
be brought to Adams. 1t is not without significance that Morgan, the only 
cormunity=-controlled school in the city of “ashington, and two blocks away 
from-Adams, is virtually alone in having shown reading score improvements 

in the latest announcements, Adams was supposed to have been brought-—into the 
Adams~Morgan comminity school prosect once 
yourselves have shown your confidence in Morgan by extending the 
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ram. Now is the tire for you: to order the Superintendent to convert &c 
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- so that our children can start getting a 
.decent education this fall = not next year or five 


We are not saying that community control is a panacea, that miracles will 


be performed overnight, But we do say that you have to start somewhere. 
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We must bring into Adams, and into sll school, indivicalized instruction, 


+7 . 5 a = as , a = 

a genuine love of children and a responsiveness to their natural eagerness 
Tes a pe as ee £ dh se Ss a A oe Gee a : 1 

to learn, and an atmosphere of cooperation and mutual trust hetween school 


mity né educational and physical repression of elemen- 
tary school children, black or white, is no answer to their needs. We want 
them to master the basic skills in a warm and rich and orderly environment 


where curiosity and intelligence are rewardec 
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‘Too long aco now, Dr. FPassow end his team of specialists, at large cost to 
the citizens of the Dietetics studies our school and found ther sadly wanting 
They produced this thizck report which should be reruired reading for ere 
who cares about children, This book is an indictment of all of us; But all 


of us are not members of the School Bosrd as you lacies am gentlemen are. 
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Among the strongest recommendations of the Passow report is school decen 
gation -—=- but 1 hasten to add, decentralization with community control. 


‘I quote briefly from the Passow Meyort: 
The District %chools tend not to be in touch with er communities they - 
should serve; cormunicat oe se: poor and mutualt; pporting programs are 
rare, Since coriminities ciffer, the varieties o services and ieadership 
should be responses to joint ee by ices ah mrrunity. A school 
which serves its community will be én educational ¢ eae in the broadest 
sense —— a olace where children, youth, eta a adults have opportunities 
for study am learning. Beyond that, the school may ae function as a 
neiebecknnad community center; a center for community services ... 
and as the center for community life, catalyzing action for study and 
solution of significant neighborhood problems. 


My q 
1S 


In the same commection, on the matter of community school boards, the Passow 
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being offered in the hope that we will somehow forget that our children are 
being robbed of the education they are entitled to, And for that matter, 


tokenism is the name. of th 1@ game the shhool adm dministrat sion. is playing with 
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Statement by William Leavitt to DC school Board July 23, 1969 f' IS 
Z es } 
its current decentralization proposais for the entire city, proposals that 
a iiet t 3 ane ee LAE EAS, 
carefully deny cormunity. control , 
Let me cite another few short. cuote hese froma gentleman you know very 


ee << 4p? + oat i hie 1 
without eculvocation,” Ur, Hennin 


told 


> B2) 3 
you Board 


members last September, " that where desired, comamity groups should b 
granted maxible feasible autonory within the present legal framework. in 
Addition, where legal constraints exist that inhibit local control te the 


extent where it is unworkable, the appropriate laws should 


modified, 
"75 have decenbralizgation without local control is a travesty" 


Tt 


also said that to you members of the board last year, ‘ie 
School could not agree more, 


Ladies and gentlemen of the board, vours is the 
Baga D 


cur scnool system and vours is 


executed by the paid of faciale of the school system, 


other way around. 


Again, I say that on the metter of the future of the 


cho iCeSe. 


you have three 
you do that you are condoning the educational and nhysical 


dren for you you are respoyjsi ible. Ur you can temmcrize and 


tion do death, Yr you can take action now, 


* : : as 
last and decent course 1 be 


senool. If you take the 


possibilities to the children of Adams and setting a model 


sass f 


bring schools everywhere in this city. into 


Fa 
OL 


PB e Lars 


You can do nothing and face your consciences, 


tonight, to make 


be amended or 


Dr, Manning 


the Emergency 


a 


ke policy for 


that your policies are 


it should not be the 


children of Adams School 


repression of chil- 
study this situa- 


Adams a. conmunity 


jade in 8 tw Jott ie Il abe 


paddies G* S és ae) 
re Boe 
_~ 


ef Phone: 223-2460 


WILLIAM H, SIMONS, Presi 
s17aRendeee ee THE WASHINGTON TEACHERS' UNION 
526-4869 

ite 3a 1126 16th STREET, N. W. 


Pv 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 


STATEMENT PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


at its hearing on the Adams Elementary School on 
OC v2 Seo oo 


The Washington Teachers Union has made it cleave thacewhenuma 
community exhibits a strong interest in the Operatwone Ore ae souschoeo lic 
it is incumbent upon the Union to work with that community to develop 
a proposal which will provide a viable program for the school. Some 
Rese and community residents in the Adams Elementary School neigh- 

orhood have indicated that it is their desire to have Adams School 
assigned to the Special Projects Division so that planning can begin 
for the operation of the school as a community controlled School. The 
Union is willing to work with the community to formulate a plan which 
will provide better educational, opportunities for the students within 
the framework of the eae objectives. 


We cannot deny the fact that the quality of education at Adams 
Elementary School is poor, because the qua Erbyeoreecducation aural 
District of Columbia Schools is poor. By its own admission, by its 
own test scores, by the Wright Decree and the Passow RepoLerm Gils 
System stands condemned. If any community;or any group of people in 
a community wishing to improve its schools, offers its services free to the 
Board of Education, we feel these services should be acceprecd amr inass 
Board of Education and this administration need all the help they can 


ceee 


The Community Council for a model Urban School SV SE Cite Wha chaenms 
Board of Education did not see fit to continue, called for the develop- 
ment of independent parent councils, as recommended by the Passow 
Report. Passow recognized that the PTA did not serve the interests of 
the majority of the parents of most schools, but rather maintained 
itself through control by the principal, support of the system and 
denial of access to the school tic "non-approved groups". 


This movement is a struggle of liberation and like all struggles 
of liberation it has led to a counter-revolution of the school admin- 
istration and its allies and front groups who fear change. 


The Emergency Committee is attempting to gain for the parents 
and the community the same réghtgs that the Washington Teachers! Union 
has gained for the teachers, fhe struggle is the same. The enemy is 
the same. We, too, began as a tiny minority. Teachers had long been 
forced to join the other organization and had even convinced themselves 
that the other organization was the only truly professional organization. 
When there was true freedom of choice, the teachers re jected the 
organization that they had been forced to support. When parents have 
ChucBEreed ommeo te Cholce mwa bNOU ls nea te Ome eis Mean they too,can 
Ghoose the organization that they feel most truly represents them and 


x Phone: 223-2460 


WiLLIAM H. Simons, President THE WASHINGTON TEACHERS’ UNION 


1917 Randolph Street, N.E. 
526-4869 
eter 55 1126 16th STREET, N. W. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 


their aspirations. 


If this Board of Education is truly interested in the concems 
of all the parents of the community, we Aske eco demonstrate stnateiiterest 
by instructing the Superintendent to advise the Principal of Adams 
Elementary School to grant to the Emergency Committee the same rights 
that are granted to the PTA - namely the right to meet at the school, 
to contact parents and teachers, to have access to ists on panents, 
with their addresses and telephone numbers, to send home notices, to meet 
with the principal, to receive information aboOULmt ems chooses ius Oi 
to operate without restraint. 


If such an open door policy to all groups of parents is instituted, 
the parents and the community will then be able to judge the situation 
For themselves and decide what they wish to do. Thesso uti On sWwisl come 
from the community, not from the administration or from an adminis Prac on 
proposed Community Council that attempts to develop a program accepeabec 
to all its disparate members and usually ends up issuing statements 
filled with meaningless generalities. 


We agree with the Community Council Report on Parent Involvement 
when it states that ". . . problems cannot be solved Within thesexmstanrs 
parent group structure because the structure itself perpetuates the 
problems". 


The Emergency Committee, as a group outside the structure, is the 
only group capable of solving the problems. 


We urge that it be given the opportunity. 


Statement to the Board of Education, D.C. on July 23, 1969 
concerning the Adams School Community Council 
David Mayer 
President of Board of Trustees 
New Educational Ways, Inc. 
1831 Kalorama Road, N.W. 
Washington, Diet. 

My name is David Mayer.. I am President of the Board of Trustees 
of New Educational Ways, Incorporated, which for five years has operated 
two experimental libraries for children in the Adams Morgan area, One, the 
Alley Library, draws children from Adams School; the Seaton Place Library 
draws children who attend. Morgan School. The purpose of the libraries is 
to encourage children to read by providing books, tutors, trips, and other 
poportun ae and incentives in a relatively unstructured Setting. This 
program has proven not only popular among the children, but helpful to them 
as well. We serve approximately 200 children who are in effect denied public 
library facilities by the strongly centralized administration and its un 
imaginative approach, 

We are here not to espouse one type of Shea ine or another, but 
to speak on behalf of the growing need for parents to involve themselves more 
and more in the education of their children, 

We have observed in our own work that the interest and participation 
of the parents has made children more eager to learn. Even the limited forum 
that NEW provides the parents in the neighborhood has led to new and construc- 
tive relationships in the community which have produced useful educational 

-ventures benefiting children. We have also observed this relationship between 
parent participation and benefits to the children at Morgan School. 


Whether a Community Council at Adams School would lead. to comparable 


benefits no one can say with certainty. However, the benefits will. certainly 
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not occur if there is no opportunity for those who have already taken the 
initiative to move ahead and form such a Council to continue their work. 
Parents in the area not wishing to participate should not have to - but 
those who do want to be ae Should have the means available. 

The question of type of curriculum must not be allowed to 
interfere with the question of whether or not there is a Council. 

We at the two libraries will continue to Support those causes 


that enhance the educational opportunities of the children we serve. 
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OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


MAR 4 2 1963 
BOARD OF EDUCATION, D.C: 


As seen by 


an advocate 
of 


Black Power 


The problem in the public schools is 
not exclusively racial anymore, if in- 
deed it ever was. Rather, the shut- 
down in New York City and the 
predictions of more to come in Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Detroit, Chicago 
and other cities represent a clash of 
cultures, a conflict of interests, a strug- 
gle for power. While the discord is 
clearly evident in the area of educa- 
tion, the coming community break- 
down will not be limited to school 
shutdowns. Rather, as is already oc- 
curring in New York, there will be a 
chain reaction spilling over into other 
areas of the community, black and 
white, igniting everything touched. In 
the meantime, the white masses will 
come to identify with struggling blacks 
—for white children, too, have grad- 
ually become victims of a system which 
destroys rather than builds. This is 
why the New York situation is being 
watched nationally by questioning 
parents and community leaders who 
face similar problems. 


The children of the masses, black 
and white, in the United States are 
not learning to read, write, spell and 
figure because these indisputable 
fundamentals have been getting less 
and less attention while budgets, 
school plants, cafeterias, projectors 
and other academic paraphernalia, to 
say nothing of administrative staff (in- 
cluding psychologists, counselors, 
paraprofessionals and drivers for ‘*bal- 
ancing and bussing’’) have been ac- 
cepted as standard equipment for edu- 
cating the young. The fashionable and 
passionate emphasis on fads, frills and 
fun is such that the profound signi- 
ficance and proficient art of teaching 
have been loston many younger teachers, 
themselves more and more the product 
of the modern system of education 
without literacy. It is not unusual to 
hear a ‘‘liberal’’ instructor assure a 
parent disturbed by her child’s lack of 
reading progress that poor spelling is 
no deterrent to learning and should 
not be a source of worry—after all, 
the teacher herself never could spell, 
Besides, ‘‘What do we have dic- 
tionaries for?”’ 

But the further along in school such 
pupils advance, the harder it becomes 
to ‘‘guess’’ words, and harder still to 
stop every minute of an assignment 
to seek out proper spelling from a dic- 
tionary. Disgust, loss of interest, de- 
clining motivation soon follow, and 
eventually a turning away from school 
entirely. The personality of. the 
student is thus subverted, the char- 
acter of the community changes as 
radical deterioration of the learning 
institution takes place, and the school, 
as a learning institution, finally dies, 

Consequently, legislation and judi- 
cial decisions directing programs 
against ‘‘de facto’’ segregation and 
racial discrimination are outdated and 
self-defeating not alone for the masses 
of blacks, but for the masses of whites 
as well. Like Alice in Wonderland, 
the faster the blacks have run in the 
last several years (since the Supreme 
Court’s momentous school desegrega- 
tion decision) the ‘‘behinder’’ they have 
gotten in education; while the faster 


SS Ti a —— 


Betrayal In The Schools 


MARTHA WHITE WASHINGTON 


the white masses have run to stay 
ahead, the more they have locked 
themselves, with their children, into a 
well-fashioned but ill-conceived trap. 


The subversion of the public school 
system is as tragic for the white masses 
as it is for the blacks; but neither 
the subversion nor its significance has 
been recognized by whites, for several 
reasons. The rapid decline in the 
mastery of basic skills by the offspring 
of whites has unfortunately been at- 
tributed to ‘‘the revolution’’ in educa- 
tion and the advent of blacks in their 
midst—a necessary evil, in other 
words, if the world’s leading de- 
mocracy is to be truly democratic. 
Second, the importance of literacy and 
computation, traditionally recognized 
by slaves and ex-slaves as essential 
for securing freedom against re- 
enslavement, is not so fresh in the 
minds of whites as it is in the con- 
sciousness of blacks. To the latter, 
therefore, any school that fails to dis- 
tribute the ‘‘tools of knowledge”’ 
ttain't no sehool at all,’ it is an 
institution preparing our offspring for 
slavery again in this technological age 
or, worse still, perhaps preparing them 
for more advanced, more implacable 
institutions—incarceration in mental in- 
stitutions or criminal penitentiaries, for 
example. Once the trick is recognized 
for what it is—the imposition of a 
handicap on youngsters in the name of 
education—no amount or variety of 
foods to substitute for a deficient men- 
tal diet served at two hour intervals, 
coupled with programs of entertain- 
ment and ‘‘sustained excitement,’’ will 
placate black parents. 


The Elect and the Unelect 


Our forebears were enslaved for 250 
years not because they were ‘‘sav- 
ages’’ and ‘“‘uncivilized’’ as claimed, 
but rather, because there was born 
in those days in the Western World 
a new form of government founded 
largely on the Judaeo-Calvinist con- 
cept of ‘‘the elect and the’ unelect™’ 
—a pre-Christian doctrine based on 
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the premise that some men are born 
outside salvation, Actually this form 
of government arose in response to a 
desire on the part of a select minority 
to dominate the majority. Later, that 
minority of whites could reenforce its 
position with the profits, power and 
pleasure to be derived from enslaved 
blacks. Since no man, black or white, 
willingly submits to slavery, it became 
necessary, in order to institutionalize 
the system, to break up the family, 
tribe and clan as fast as blacks de- 
barked from the slave ship. The sec- 
ond essential for guaranteed control 
over blacks was to deny them literacy 
while educating them for service on 
the plantation lands and in the “Big 
House.’ Thus, in the larger sense, 
it cannot be asserted honestly that 
Africans were denied education, for 
they were taught weaving and sewing, 
cooking and housekeeping, carpentry 
and numberless skills, but teaching 
the alphabet and numbers was im- 
mediately frowned upon, then finally 
barred completely. (Literate slaves 
would have been able to pick up 
knowledge of their heritage and the 
outside world; they could also com- 
municate in writing, plot up-risings 
and plan escape through the under- 
ground railroad, as Frederick Douglas 
did following his ‘*boot-leg’’ instruc- 
tion in reading, writing and 
arithmetic.) 

Since World War I, when we fought 
‘to make the world safe for de- 
mocracy,’’ emphasis on that political 
ideal steadily rose. But strangely, as 
the ideal came closer and closer to 
realization in other areas, the develop- 
ment of youth through mass educa- 
tion to fulfill the objective shifted into 
reverse—exactly in proportion to the 
vast outlay of money, the expanding 
school staff and startling development 
of educational ‘‘innovations.’’ For 
ours is a heritage that adheres, in spite 
of it all, to the Judaeo-Calvinist con- 
cept of an ‘‘elect-elite’’—a concept that 
was applied to our educational system 
through the philosophy — of John 
Dewey. That philosophy, unfor- 
tunately, provides a means of keeping 
the disadvantaged in a disadvantaged 
position. 

Beginning in the twenties the revo- 
lution in public education spread 
rapidly from Columbia University and 
New York City to the smallest hamlet 
in the United States. This was so ef- 
fectively accomplished through teach- 
er’s colleges, workshops and seminars 
on teaching methods, the mass media 


and public relations channels, that 
functional illiteracy soon became wide- 
spread among the American masses. 

Just as blacks began questioning 
the American system of ‘‘education 
without literacy’’ two things happened. 
With the introduction of TV, ‘‘look- 
ing at the idiot’s box’’ became the 
‘thing’ (as possession of the television 
set as a piece of furniture conferred 
status), offering hope to youth for ef- 
fortless development. Secondly, edu- 
cational theorists introduced a proli- 
feration of new interpretations, assump- 
tions, and evaluations of pupils and 
parents necessitating radical changes 
in ‘‘groupings,’’ eating habits, trans- 
portation, parent-child relations, ete, 
which had little or no bearing on the 
quality of education. In fact, black 
parents could eventually protest that as 
the budget went up, educational 
achievement went down, that as *‘in- 
novations’’ were introduced, young- 
sters became frustrated, until finally 
the new techniques became so suspect 
among black parents that they woulc 
charge the school system with pro- 
grammed retardation. 

Silence on the effects of modern 


mass education was broken in 1955 
with the publication of Rudolph 
Flesch’s enlightening work, Wi) 


Johnny Can't Read, suggesting a kind 
of conspiracy at work, cataloguing the 
ravages of Dewey's revolution, 

What Flesch had noted about the ef- 
fect of education on children in gen- 
eral was more true of blacks. Many 
southern black fathers and mothers, 
who had never got beyond eighth 
grade, managed to send their children 
to college even during the Depression. 
Although these young students’ exper- 
iences were limited and the books and 
Jipraries available were in short supply, 
most became quite literate in English 
and many went on to master other 
languages. Moreover, the dialect 
handicaps and speech difficulties of 
black children, so often complained 
about by educational theorists and 
teachers in northern cities and “‘integ- 
rated’’ schools, were readily overcome 
in the Ole South as fast as pupils 
learned to read, spell and master 
grammar and_ sentence structure, 
These same blacks, parents now, re- 
siding in big cities, cannot understand 
the reason for today’s pervasive func- 
tional illiteracy and its accompanying 
loss of motivation, but they do know 
that it is a terrible thing which is under- 
mining most precious dreams 
and aspirations. More and more they 


their 


have become suspicious of the various 
forces at work—politically astute and 
financially well-equipped—and always 
blaming them for little Johnny's in- 
ability to read, write, spell and com- 
pute, and consequently his restlessness 
in the classroom and trouble-making. 


How to Grow Criminals 


In the early fifties, Flesch pleaded 
with the educational theorists and 
school administrators to mend their 
ways so that the 33 million babies 
born between 1945 and 1953 might 
fare better than the immediately pre- 
ceding generation of children. But 
where are these black and white chil- 
dren today, now ranging in ages from 
twenty-three to fifteen, who Were never 
taught to read, never developed the re- 
sponsibility to carry out an assign- 
ment, to follow directions, never 
learned to respect knowledge or the 
purveyors of knowledge, never became 
masters of their own souls with the 
self-discipline that separates the 
civilized from the savage, the 
criminal from the contained? They 
are the drop-outs, juvenile delinquents 
and dope addicts of our time using 
their energies toward destructive ends 
and applying their talents to bank 
robberies and con games—to bringing 
down the nation which allowed them 
to he betrayed. 


Why did Mr. Flesch’s brilliant 
work, which hit the academic terrain 
like a thunderstorm on the desert 
sands, die aborning? Why did he lose 
so soon the ear of questioning, anx- 
ious parents? Because overnight the 
Supreme Court’s Brown decision had 
deflected the full energies of the na- 
tion to ending school segregation and 
racial discrimination. For the small 
businessman or would-be businessman, 
block-busting became the most profit- 
able of the early community innova- 
tions following ‘‘desegregation’’ of 
schools. It was to become a source of 
quick profits for these speculators, 
both in terms of housing turnover and 
of ‘‘mechanizing’’ the classroom. 
White parents leap-frogged over *‘in- 
tegrated’? communities to suburbia, 
seeking new schools for their own 
children. At the same time black par- 
ents were running so fast in search 
of acceptance and better education for 
their children, that few stopped long 
enough to observe what was happen- 
ing to these children. It was too late 
when blacks discovered that schools 
were being ‘‘integrated’’ but that edu- 
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cation was being taken out of them. 
The whites were running so fast to 
suburbia to escape it all that they did 
not notice that they had left educa- 
tion behind and that once in suburbia 
they had to start from scratch, build- 
ing a whole new system of education 
from plant to curriculum. By the 
time they questioned the new arrange- 
ment, the issue of ‘‘balancing and 
bussing’’ broke. 


Balancing and bussing now became 
the thing in public school education, 
based on the premise that ho- 
mogeneous neighborhood schools limit 
education, especially when their 
charges are ‘‘culturally deprived’’ low- 
income blacks. Liberals explained to 
doubting black parents that school 
district boundary changes and zigzag 
zoning were necessary to eliminate 
“‘tracking,’’ or ‘‘ability grouping,’’ an 
earlier desegregation scheme. 

Soon, black parents in the big cities 
were complaining that the new district 
boundaries removed their children fur- 
ther from their local communities and 
a normal school atmosphere. alienat- 
ing them from their natural environ- 
ment. Moreover, it made parental 
participation in the educational process 
more difficult both because of geo- 
graphical distance, and because of 
their strange and strained relations 
with other parents in far-away com- 
munities with whom they had nothing 
in common. 

Interestingly, far-out innovations 
like balancing and bussing were the ex- 
clusive creation of white liberals, al- 
though black Anglo-Saxons often ex- 
ecuted the plans. 


Regardless of the declining situa- 
tion in public schools—in education 
itself—the white masses have continued 
running to suburbia with their chil- 
dren, while blacks, under the direction 
of white liberal educational theorists, 
opportunistic politicians, engaging psy- 
chologists and enterprising business- 
men, push them out. Seldom has it 
occurred to anxious black and white 
parents that such issues as interracial 
mixing, seating arrangements, ability 
grouping, balancing and bussing, or 
even ‘‘blackfaces’’ in history books, 
are really issues of organization, mo- 
bility, transportation, individual com- 
fort and such like, and have little 
bearing on the acquisition of literacy. 
Moreover, these non-academic issues 
affected many black pupils more ad- 
versely than segregation had, while 
paralyzing public education for the 


masses of whites. But the dust had 
to settle before black and white masses 
were to comprehend the direction of a 
social revolution which consisted of 
one step forward and two steps 
backward. 


The Freudian Ethic 


Education theorists, with their 
quackish prescriptions based on mis- 
leading misdiagnosis of pupil prob- 
lems, would have been exposed in the 
fifties in spite of all the confusions 
accompanying the ‘‘civil rights move- 
ment’’ and ‘‘race-mixing,’’ if the 
‘‘mental health movement’’ and re- 
lated idiocies had not been flourish- 
ing at the same time. Mythological 
tradition, now representing itself as a 
science (in the form of the ‘‘Freudian 
Ethic’’) demanded the abandonment 
of allegiance to God, and consequently 
to man as the center of things, making 
of all men mere objects subject to 
political manipulation. 

Thus, when pupils could not read 
after not being taught how, it 
was explained that “‘non-reading’’ was 
a condition due to Oedipus com- 
plexes, lack-love mothers, parental 
anxieties, family conflicts, poverty, 
hunger, cultural deprivation, nervous 
stomachs, heredity, parental inter- 
ferences, matriarchal homes, unwed or 
broken _ homes, © sibling 
‘‘bookless homes.’’ The school thus 
became, in fact, a failure clinic to 
which anxious parents, black and white, 
periodically reported to receive futility 
reports on their children. The school 
system of Washington, D.C. could re- 
port to the House Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor in 1965 that in some 
of the District’s public schools as 
many as 85 per cent of the pupils 
were reading below normal, if read- 
ing at all. Today, the heart of the 
New York struggle over decentraliza- 
tion is the fact that last year’s Regents’ 
test revealed that 85 per cent of black 
and Puerto Rican pupils were read- 
ing below grade level. The District of 
Columbia senior high school teachers 
have reported being assigned twelfth 
grade students reading on the first 
grade level. One high school teacher 
has reported a section of senior non- 
readers rated minus one—that is, they 
did not know even the alphabet. 

Flesch had protested the instruc- 
tion of children by ‘‘guessing or 
gambling”’ reading techniques, These 


rivalries, 


techniques, I believe, became the per- 


sistent habit pattern of the young as 
the way to approach the problems of 
the world. Rather than digging in for 
mastery and understanding of the com- 
plexities of life and human develop- 
ment, which requires hard work, group 
action and collective concern, a gen- 
eration of black youth has been sacri- 
ficed in the battle for ‘‘civil rights.”’ 
However talented and worthy a stu- 
dent may be, if he cannot read, write 
or spell in his native tongue, how can 
he major in languages, history or 
philosophy? If he has never learned 
the multiplication tables and how to 
calculate square roots, how can he 
enter engineering and physics? 

Flesch had predicted it all: ‘‘I say, 
therefore, that the word method is grad- 
ually destroying democracy in this 
country; it returns to the upper middle 
class the privileges that public educa- 
tion was supposed to distribute evenly 
among the people. The American 
Dream is, essentially, equal oppor- 
tunity through free education for all. 
This dream is beginning to vanish in a 
country where the public schools are 
falling down on the job.”’ 

In the breeze we can still hear Mar- 
tin Luther King romanticize ‘‘I had a 
dream’’ for the benefit of black chil- 
dren. But it will remain a dream un- 
fulfilled as long as the fundamental 
tools of knowledge are denied to in- 
quiring tender black minds when they 
come to the first grade searching for 
it. As long as the manipulators, mas- 
querading as psychologists, counselors, 
educational philosophers and theoreti- 
cians, are allowed to function as an 
“‘elect-elite,’’ the masses they are de- 
humanizing will be left intellectually 
and spiritually naked in an age of 
automation and cybernation. 

Tragically, the gates of the highest 
academic citadels, sealed tight for cen- 
turies against blacks, now swing open; 
but the ‘‘comers’’ from the ranks 
of blacks are few and far between, 
for the public schools are such that 
their products never qualify. The lib- 
eral educator-class, which controls 
these schools, financed, marched and 
otherwise participated in the ‘‘civil 
rights movement’’; but what they gave 
with one hand—desegregation of schools 
and *‘decovenanting’’ of housing—they 
took with the other, all the while 
being regarded as the greatest, most 
charitable and philanthropic liberals 
the world has ever known. 

In this connection, Patrick J. Moyni- 
han argues that racism is destined 


- 


bt RA a ong 


. 7 
1/9 WAL 
7 P 
7 ? vee : 
a Pi 
1 \ oo 
EX oh By 
51,20 frticsyl my alt 
AOC Oe. type yee 
7" — 7 a 7 a Moe © 
aaa 8 atin SER sacnert 


Sel PO SAS* ee OO ao. 


ot) 
He FI VS yds 
wae, oy 


=a 


rts a 
V4 = = 
— +g, 1 


i a 


7 rr ¥ 
7 on oe 0 


Mantes * 
- yy 


« 
~ « 


to overcome the handicaps imposed 
by liberals, and that blacks will even- 
tually qualify for places in first-rate 
universities and colleges. This move- 
ment would certainly be getting under 
way right now, as the calls go out 
from Yale, MIT, Brown and other 
universities, had black youth been 
taught the fundamentals in the public 
schools where their poor parents were 
forced to enroll them while they 
struggled to make ends meet. 


The Cultural Clash 


For some of the black masses, at 
least until recently, .the parochial 
schools have provided a sort of ‘‘hot- 
house’’ situation where the indigenous 
strain of black worth, creativity and 
individual dignity could survive, while 
other blacks were being victimized by 
the Protestant-Freudian ethic and the 
drive for ‘‘civil rights’? and ‘‘mental 
health.’’ In these Catholic schools 
many children who had been written 
off as uneducable before transfer from 
the public schools learned to read, 
write, spell and compute in spite of 
race and economic circumstances. 
And recently, black children who 
transferred from public to Muslim 
schools in New York, Chicago, Wash- 
ington and elsewhere have achieved 
similar gains. 

Some may argue the motives of the 
desegregation theoreticians and politi- 
clans, but none can dispute results: 
hundreds of thousands of blacks have 
lost hope for the first time since Eman- 
cipation. The struggle in New York is 
one result—and there will be others. 
But if the real issues underlying de- 
clining literacy and undermining 
achievement had been aired, the 
tragic New York debacle, which 
threatens a cultural conflict such as 
was never experienced in the South 
or for that matter in the whole history 
of the United States, might have been 
avoided. 

The lines of democracy, the rights 
and wrongs, the good and the bad 
have gotten so tangled that the 
country, at least a significant segment 
of it, may find itself re-examining its 
whole historical role in servicing the 
masses, especially the education of 
their children. It may also find it- 
self thinking seriously about the 
charges by John F. Hatchett, a black 
nationalist teacher in New York, who 
maintains that Jewish teachers were 
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poisoning the minds of black children, 
even while Albert Shanker, in_ the 
name of the teachers’ union which he 
heads, blasted blacks in general as 
anti-Semites and even ‘‘Nazis.”’ 

Had the trouble in New York merely 
reflected issues related to the race 
problem, we might look forward toa 
relatively prompt and happy solution. 
But the cultural clash, accompanied 
by a conflict of interest and a struggle 
for power in New York City and 
elsewhere in the nation is cutting 
sharply across lines of religion and 
race, polarizing the United States in 
a most unexpected fashion. 

Behind the facade of school de- 
segregation and the emphasis on racial 
discrimination and civil rights, serious 
trouble has been brewing for some 
time. But many black intellectuals 
who wish ‘‘to tell it as it is’? have 
not been able to be heard. They 
could have warned—and the nation 
would have been the better for it— 
that by providing the public schools 
with ever-increasing federal funds 
(Title I, Title II and so on) the govern- 
ment was literally planting the seeds 
of its own destruction. Programs 
turning the school into a service sta- 
tion providing amply for everything 
from food to ‘‘sustained excitement,”’ 
everything except a steady diet of 
fundamental education, drills and 
homework, were destined to do for the 
growing child what food and entertain- 
ment does for an untrained animal: 
make him big and strong, the better 
to turn on his keeper. 

But St. Luke says ‘‘I tell you, if 
these are silent [or silenced] the rocks 
will cry out.’’ The rocks have not 
cried out in recent years without rea- 
son. Young people of the District of 
Columbia did not turn out and turn 
on the community without cause last 
April 5. Vandalism of school build- 
ings in recent years by betrayed and 
disappointed young people represents 
the logical development of a cold war 
directed against a system which has 
betrayed and alienated youth, and 
which is steadily becoming worse. 


The “Innovation” Racket 


Failure factories supported and fed 
by a system of programmed retarda- 
tion, and promoted by the change 
racketeers, is what has stirred blacks 
to revolt. The schemes, the machines, 
the tests on materials untaught, the 
change agents—these are the persons 


and forces serving to make blacks 
and growing numbers of the white 
masses feel more and more estranged - 
from their institutions and their cul- 
ture. Wecannot alienate black youth, 
deculturize, and dehumanize them, and 
simultaneously develop them for posi- 
tive citizenship. . 

While disappointed youngsters are 
smashing display cases and breaking 
school windows, looting and burning 
in disgust within the exploited areas, 
change agents are locked up in “‘in- 
novation’’ shops cooking up other 
schemes, tactics and “excuses for fail- 
ing to distribute the tools of knowledge 
which have been promised to all the 
children of the black and white masses 
in this democracy of ours. 

Blacks, as do whites wherever they 
reside, want their children to enjoy 
the advantages of effective education. 
These advantages are rooted in the 
basic fundamentals of knowledge— 
reading, writing and arithmetic. Edu- 
cation begins with a mastery of the 
linqua franca—literacy—in any country 
for any people. The constant in all 
of this is power. Power determines 
the denial of the fundamental tools 
of knowledge and power can determine 
the nature and extent of the educa- 
tion meted out. 
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A POSITION PAPER ON COMMUNITY CONTROL 


Issued by the Washington Teachers! Union Executive Board on 
Tuesday, September 2h, 6 ane 


| The WTU Executive Board enthusiastically endorses the 
decentralization plans adopted by the Board of Educé.tion at 
its regular meeting on September 18, 1968. 


: _It should be noted that WTU has been very actively 
involved in both the Morgan Community School and the Anacostia 
Pro Jéctiegeinafact. con February 25, 1968, Mr. William Simons, 
President of the WTU in & meeting regarding the Morgan 
Community School declared, "The parents are demanding, and 
are going to have a greater say in the operation of the 
Schools, whether the teachers are with them or against them. 
We want to be with the parents and we have no intention of 
aligning ourselves with the reactionary forces that fear 
community involvement." (Washington Post) Furthermore, 
President Simons spoke in favor of a proposal which would 
have expanded the power of the Morgan Board at a July meeting 
with the downtown Board and the Morgan Community Board. 


As for the Anacostia Project, the Union became an 
active participant shortly after the President announced his 
Support for the ten million dollar project. In June, the 
union office along with a union classroom teacher was 
responsible for recruiting the 150 teachers who attended the 
teacher-student community workshop. At one point during the 
workshop, the welfare department threatened to withhold the 
monthlv check to welfare recipients who were receiving a 
Stipend for participating in the workshop. The Union leader- 
Ship issued a statement at the workshop indicating that if 
the community residents decided to withdraw because of the 
welfare department action, the Union woutd also withdraw its 
Support of the program since it was the Union's understanding 
that the success of the project depended upon the opportunity 
for the community to play a decision making role in drafting 
the final proposal. 


These above points are mentioned only to reveal that the 
_WTU leadership has been consistent in its Support of community 
control movements during the last year. 


One of the major reasons for our Support of community 
controlled schools is that we endorse the concept of self- 
determination and community development. In this regard we 
believe the objectives of the schools should be as follows: 


aby To provide for decision-making in regard 
to the procedures and process of education 
which will make the schools responsive to 
the ,community. 


oD 


PEN We provide the community with absolute 
administrative and fiscal control of the school. 


ah To redefine the function of education so that 
it 1s responsive and accountable to the community... 


There has been a loud roar from some quarters of the 
teaching ranks with respect to the rights of a local board to 
hire and dismiss personnel. The Unien believes this power 
Should be held by the local board. However, we are convinced 
that here in Washington the Union and the local board can sit 


Union, were also denied the right to due process and justice 
particularly in the area of evaluation and dismissal practices 
In short, the Opportunity to bring about real justice so that 
the schools truly respond to the needs of the students, | 
community and the teachers, can probably be best achieved under 
community control rather than through the rigid bureaucracy 

of the downtown administration. In effect, teacher rights 

may well be more Closely protected in a community controlled 
School than by the downtown board. (Note: The downtown 
administration arbitrarily attempted to fire over 25 temporary 
teachers without providing due process), 


In the vital areas of curriculum, we are thoroughly con-~ 
vinced that a revolution of sweeping change is acutely needed 
if we are to provide effective education for our over 93% 


the control of the downtown administration whith Obviously, in- 
cludes the curriculum department. Certainly the central admini- 
Stration offices can be of assistance, but it will be based 

on terms laid down by the community and the teachers. In 
Snort, athe dignity of the teachers and the community will more 
likely be manifested by thwarting the efforts of a bureau- 
eracy which tends to dehumanize Students, teachers and 
community residents alike. In effect, the Union is not 
talking about restoring confidence in the publie schools; TAs 
the public schools are now run, there is every reason to 
question why one should be confident in the system. Community 
Control is vin reality a conservative move in the American 
tradition of grass roots control to achieve a revolutionary 
goal for our urban Students, that goal being a new educational 
urban system that will respond in an effective manner to the 
legitimate demands of Black people who are calling for 

quality education in adlleschaole: 
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In achieving this end, the WTU Executive Board goes on 
record as supporting the recent community control resolution 
adopted by the American Federation of Teachers at its 52nd 
annual convention in Cleveland, Ohio, The resolution states: 


Be It Resolved, that the American Federation of 
Teachers recognize. the need for effective community 
responsibility and involvement through elected 
representation in the operation of schools in the 
Black, Puerto Rican and other minority communities 
of America, and 

Be It Further Resolved that the American Federation 
of Teachers accepts the responsibilities of 
rendering cooperative assistance to these communi- 
ties in developing the structure, content and pro- 
cesses of the school system, subject always to the 
terms of contractual negotiations with the Union, 
due process, and of the state tenure laws, and 

Be It Further Resolved that the American Federation. 
of Teachers and its affiliated locals will work with 
the community and students in establishing criteria 
for personnel selection and evaluation. 


Furthermore, the Union will gladly sit down at the . 
bargaining table to negotiate the sub-contracts 
with local school boards. We believe that this 
isckaler ene lveleel bargaining affords both the community 
and the Union the opportunity to engage ina 
creative and a new exciting bargaining experience 
that has not been tried by a single teacher organi- 
zation in the nation. 


Finally, the WTU Executive Board believes that 
the uniting of teacher power and community power 
Shall create such a significant force in the District 
that we can begin to accomplish essential changes 
that will benefit the students. 
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Now let me tell you what I mean -- for example in the schools 
west of Rock Creek Park in the affluent white area of the 
District of Columbia you had a situation where you had the 

parents to maintain business. White parents are not going to 

let their schools run down. They'll raise hell with the 
superintendent. So the superintendent miym went out there and 

put in a good library and put in a counselor 

You had a situation where the parents in those schools were buying 
books and creating libraries themselves and buying television sets 
etc., really creating an increasing differential in the city 
schools--now we argued in the Hobson v. Hansen case that if any- 
one wants to make a contribution to public education in the 
District of Columbia that he do ittm to the general treasury, 

and that that money be spent from the general treasury for the good 
of all the schools. Now obviously 

Now what I'm trying to say here about the Adams-Morgan area 

is that in the first place let me hasten to say that I'm against 
this question of neighborhood for the simple 
reason that we've got in the United States today approximately 

240 odd thousand school districts in which you come out of high 
school and where everybody takes an examination to go to Harvard. 
When I graduated from industrial high*school in Birmingham, 
Alabama I wasn't even qualified to get in the 8th grade at 
Harvard, yet I find myself contending against the boys that 
graduated from good high schools in Chicago with a damn good 

gkaz background--we took the examination and you see who got in 
Harvard, so what I'm trying to say is wea we need to centralize 
control of education. If we don't centralize control we certainly 


need to standardize curriculums if we're going to compete for 


the same colleges and universities and come out and work in the 
same economic and engage in the same economic intercourse in 
order to live. What you do when you get this diversified control 
in the District - I would be horified to think that of 50 different 
boards#ofeeducation. inestne: District On.Columbla 
setting curriculums, none of which are educated. I think we 
need a superintendent who knows about education and need central 
control and certainly parent participation and certainly parent 
attitudes and positions should be taken into consideration but 
control - no. To me, this is just like turning America over to 
Red , and I think we have fallen to a new low in this 
country when we parade an ex-convict functionally illiterate 
before a Committee of the Congress of the United States and have 
him say -- no boss, there aren't going to be any riots, I talked 
to Stokely -- what we are really falling to is that we are 
asking the functionally illiterate--not the city planner-— we ve 
got a preacher in Washington in charge of redoing a main section 
of a city where you need technicians, you need people who know 
about transportation trends, you need people who know about popu- 
lation trends, you need people who know about education trends, 
you need people who know about housing, who know something about 
the trends in zoning, about the trends of mobility , etc., and 


yet we pick up these self styled indigenous leaders 


and we put them in charge of education and put them in charge of 


rezoning the city. It seems to me 


and this is what the Adams-Morgan situation is coming to--you 


are creating intentionally or unintentionally a differential 
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Situation where you got defacto discrimination 

question 

We need technicians and we need people who have knowhow. Now it 
seems to me that the first point of departure in this question of 
reshaping the society to be able to create a baskc knowhow 

in the first pakgplace we have another problem in this CoUuntny 
which you and I know about and that is that we have a tremendous 
waste of manpower going on right now. We've got underemployment, 
we've got that problem based on discrimination, not only by race, 
but women and other kinds. I am 100 percent in favor of neighbor- 
hood participation. I've raised much kgeakxk hell in Washington 
for lO) years so Iimetrying) to participate. —That) does) notumean 
that I know how to run Freedman's Hospital or that I know how 

tO run, san education system. | Lt simplyemeans) that Ll asia 

citizen of the District of Columbia with children in the D. C. 
public school@can ‘count;, and yl sknoweiGamimboy slecarnsmtomreacuor 
if he learn to write , or he k got the tools which enable him 

to thrive not just survive in the world of 1967. That's mm as 
far as my participation will go. If I can't depend upon a good 
Superintendent who is an educator to set up a system, I'm lost 
because I wouldn't know a good teacher if she walked up and hit 
me in the eye, I'm not qualified to sit on a board and be able to 
say this is a good teacher, except after decks of time has passed 
and say look at old Potter, she turned out some good students -- 
then maybe I can say with some gx based on what 
I'vem heard about her as a teacher through time that she is a 
good teacher. But turn the schools over to me now. In the light 


of my ability in education we would cause havoc in the United 


States in Education and I see that happening in the neighborhood 
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in 201 -- I go around, I know the black boys in Harlem, I hang 
out on the street with them and we have big street rallies 

and all that and cuss out whites, tem but that's a different 
proposition from running a damn education system. We've got to 
have a school and gut reaction and gut reaction is not what it 
takes to run this country. We've got to equalize manpower, 
we've got to train people and we've got to turn it over to the 
people who have know-how and 


let the superintendent run the school 
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July 23, 1969 


Statement of a Prospective Parent at 
Adams School 


My name is Emile Summers. My son, Tony, will be a student at 
Adams School in September. I guess I want for my son, ail the” | 


things that a father wants. I want him to be happy, to be respected, 


toi be capable... 9l know thatewithoutes, coodmequcat lon. ice tones! 
Want for him wl lenoOvslemrea lized. 


T work, a6 4 Job Counselorsau) Liew Nechine LOnm Cb. CenLel aN Cc atc 
struggling at the Center to help young people overcome the problems 
of poor education. Most of our trainees are products of the pubic 
schools of the District of Columbia and I see daily the SERA UGS 
which have been created for them by the schools, 


Tiwontowlet uGena vue slOm Only. siecuand ready to throw my 
shoulder to the wheel and do all that is necessary to improve the 
quality of education at Adams. I ask you, the members of the board, 
to open the door for me by making Adams a Tee school. 
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; CHANGE, Inc. 
3308 14th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C.- 26010 


July 23, 1969 


‘The Education team of CHANGE, Inc., the Neighborhood Action 
Center For uceer Cardozo, has been encine for some time with the 
Emergency Committee for Adam School. 

rheoteh our involvement with parents of the school, CHANGE, Inc. 
must support the decision of one committee to fight for Community 
Contre of the School. The School Board can not continue a 
"band-aide" approach to solve the multi-problems existing in Adan 
‘School, as well as, other schools in the Cardozo ep A hard look 
at freee problems is a priority. 

‘The Emergency Committee can only Sopcond: to make the Board 
aware that immediate changes are needed. Attention to the Spanish 
Speaking Community and their peculiar problems that have multiplied in 
the recent years, must be noted. 


There seem,no alternative to Community Control, so that recom~ 


mendations for improvement becomes a reality. 


F 
Lon 


n 


7 Pree . 7 
‘war :| © i bie a 
‘i Jolt Eas “tile rer? ary. 


> oe 
Orel t b 


a 


' 


. 


rv 
a > ¥ 7 r nM a 


; *- ic 


Syaue fs \ ; 
eee 


, 4 
fe) 
. 
a , = 
i : : iL = 
_ : nn, 7 


loom ant ihe | 
: ir 
are. 


fy, en 
. 
’ 7 


re 


5 

ps, 

- . 
a 


“a 
gl 


a 


i a 


my: 


h 


WHY COMMUNITY CONTROL AT ADAMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL? 


MANY PARENTS OF CHILDREN AT ADAMS SCHOOL, SUPPORTED BY MEMBERS 

OF THE ADAMS-MORGAN COMMUNITY AT LARGE, ARE CALLING FOR COMMUNITY 
CONTROL OF THE ADAMS SCHOOL IN THE BELIEF THAT IT IS THE ONE WAY 

WE CAN INFLUENCE AND IMPROVE EDUCATION AT THIS SCHOOL, WHERE, FOR 
THE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW, READING SKILLS HAVE DECLINED. 


_ REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE AND IMPROVE CONDITIONS AT ADAMS HAVE 
BEEN REBUFFED BY SCHOOL OFFICIALS AND FACULTY MEMBERS AT THE 
SCHOOL. 


WE BELIEVE THAT COMMUNITY CONTROL IS THE ONLY METHOD BY WHICH 
WE CAN OBTAIN QUALITY EDUCATION FOR OUR CHILDREN IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA SCHOOL SYSTEM, WHICH SUPERINTENDENT MANNING HIMSELF 
HAS TERMED "A TOTAL FAILURE IN ITS PRESENT FORM. IN ASKING FOR 
COMMUNITY CONTROL WE ARE FOLLOWING THE STRONG RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
DR. PASSOW'S FAMOUS REPORT WHICH CALLED FOR DECENTRALIZATION AND 
COMMUNITY CONTROL OF THE DISTRICT'S SCHOOLS. 
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NATIONAL 


July 22, 1969 


District of Columbia Board of Education > 
District Building 
Washington, D. C,. 


Gentlemen: 


The National Welfare Rights Organization is 
a nationwide network of grassroots organiza- 
tions of welfare recipients and other poor 
people across the country. We are deeply 
and fundamentally commited to the concept 
of community control in education, as well 
as other community facilities. 


In my capacity as Director of this organiza- 
tion and as a resident of the Adams school 
district, I vigorously support community 
control for the Adams school and urge you 

to take action towards this end as soon 

as possible, 


Sincerely yours, 


George A$ Wiley 
Director 
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leo] ADEQUATE INCOME, DIGNITY, JUSTICE, DEMOCRACY 


WELFARE RIGHTS QRGANIZATION 


1419 WH Stroat, W. Ww. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel: (202) 347-7727 
George A. Wiley, Director 


HATIONAL 
WELFARE RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION 


Chairman: 
MRS. JOHNNIE TILLMON 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
First Vice-Chatrman: 
MRS. ETTA HORN 
Washington, D.C, 
Second Vice-Chairman: 
MRS. BEULAH SANDERS 
New York, N.Y. 
Third Vice-Chairman: 
MRS. CARMEN OLIVO 
New York, N.Y. 
Treasurer: 
MRS. virile as pode 
Newark, NJ 
Recording el PM, 
MRS. EDITH DOERING 
Columbus, Ohio 
Corresponding Secretary: 
MRS. DOROTHY DIM Ae 
Rochester, N.Y 
Financial Reon 
MRS. GERALDINE SMITH 
Jackson, Miss. 
Sergeant-at-Arms: 


MRS. ALICE NIXON 
Pittsburgh, Pena. 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


The Founding Church of Scientology supports community control of 
the Adams Elementary School at 19th and California Streets in D.C. 


We believe this community should have the right to a school which 
meets the community standards, and a provision of education in 
keeping with basic human rights and family purposes in having their 
children educated. 


Human rights apply to children. The children at the Adams school 
are being denied their human right to a safe and adequate education. 


This community can and should be allowed to take the responsibility 
to ensure the children of this community have these rights without 


question, 


Community control of the school can achieve this. 


REV. JOSEPH BREEDEN 
for the Board of Directors 
of the Founding Church of 
Scientology of Washington, D.C, 
and for L, Ron Hubbard, Founder 


The eademy of Soienlolgy | Tie Hablard Guidance Conte 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: PRES., ANNE URSPRUNG; VICE PRES., RENZ HOFFMAN., SECY., ESTHER MANGOLD 
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July 23, 1969 


Statement of the Emergency Committee for 
: Adams School 


The Emergency Committee for Adams School was formed in an attempt 
to come to grips with some problems that we, as parents at Adams, felt 
needed immediate attention. 


We did not organize to push for community control. Rather,—we 
have attempted for the past five months to work within the framee 
work of the school and the central administration. We have been met 
with rebuff, and hostility. Our rights to raise objection have been 
questioned. Ulterior motives have been ascribed to us, and some of 
the people who feel they "own" Adams School have asked us to leave. 
Significantly, some very serious charges that we have made regarding 
the school have not been investigated and other than in area of cor- 
poral punishment, no chaYges have been made in the school. 


We cannot condone the quality of education at Adams School. We 
will not allow this school system which, by its own standards, is in- 
ferior, to damage our children. We prize education as a commodity to 
be desired in our society, and have gone on record for asking, no de- 
manding! Quality education for our children, 


Our request for community participation at Adams evolved from our 
impressions of Morgan where our neighbors have effectively started to 
“cut through" an educational jungle to get at the job which has to be 
done. We want for the children at Adams that which is available to 
children at Morgan, an opportunity to learn. 


We know that this will involve a tremendous amount of work on 
our part. We feel up to it. We know that there are people who op- 
pose our concepts because they represent a move toward Ghange. Their 
opposition does not deter us one bit. : |. 


We came here today to present an appeal to our elected school 
board to hear us and to carefully consider our appeal for community 
control for Adams School. 
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June 5S, 1967 Netcunons, INC. 
‘ 6400 Georgia neewneth NeW. 
Washington, D.C. 20012 


STATEMENT TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


I am Mrs. Barbara Simmons representing Neighbors, Inc., an organisation 
in northwest Washington which embraces the philosophy of "Living democracy" and 
which has, in fact, demonstrated it these past nine years of its existence. 

pg wish to speak on the oeteee of four proposed boundary changes, 
introduced to the Board under the title "Possible Boundary Shifts to Increase 
Integration." Specifically I wish to express our concern regarding the 
proposed extension of the eastern boundary of Deal and Wilson across Rock Creek 
Parkway, north from the tip of the former optional sone along 16th Street to 
Bastern Avenue. This proposition, as stated, would put twelve additional 
seventh graders and approximately nine tenth grade students into Deal and 
Wilson, respectively. 

Our organisation, which subscribes to the basic concepts of 
“meaningful integration" and heterogeneity, finds this proposal contrary to 
both goals. First, this minuscule manipulation does not achieve meaningful 
integration, Based on our own research, we conclude that not even all of the 
twelve and nine students from this boundary shift are in fact Negroes. Thus, 
puch @ proposal definitely moves in the opposite direction of ita aim. 

Second, it breeds socio-economic discrimination. This offends our 
commitment to heterogeneity; by the very manner in which the new boundery line 
is drawn, students from more economically secure backgrounds are being removed 
and added to schools currently having a majority of students of similer 
backgrounds. Further, this type of piece-meal approach to integration has 
negative effects which far outwiegh any positive effects which could be 
achieved. We would like to urge your rejection of this proposal for the 


enumerated reasons. 
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6400 GEORGIA AVENUE, N.W. + WASHINGTON, D. C. 20012 + (202) RAndoiph 6-3454 


Edward S. Cogen 
PRESIDENT 


Edward S. Hollander 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR COPY COPY 


February 21, 1968 


Principal Robert W. Boyd 
Boundary Coordinator 

D. G. Board of Education 
Franklin Administration Building 
13th and K Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C., 20004 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


Enclosed is the statement adopted by Neighbors, Inc. on February 19th in regard to 
the various methods being considered to comply with the decision of Judge J. Skelly 
Wright in the Hobson y. Hansen case. This statement was adopted after long and 
careful consideration by our Education Committee, Board of Directors, and our 
membership. I know that you and your committee also will give our statement your 
careful attention. 


You will note that in the statement we offer to assist you in any way possible 
and are also willing to serve on the citizens committee which you have said will 
be formed. I hope you will feel free to call on us when and if we can be of help. 


From our own deliberations on this problem we learned that the task you face is 
not an easy one. Nevertheless, because of this issue's critical importance to the 
community, we urge that your report be forthright and that it be responsive to the 
content of our statement. 


Sincerely yours, 


s/ 
Edward S. Cogen 


ccs: Rev. Hewlett & Board members 
Superintendent Manning 
Deputy Superintendent Henley 
Assistant Superintendent Koontz 
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February 19, 1968 


STATEMENT OF NEIGHBORS, INC. TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
On boundary changes and other methods of achieving 
increased racial and socio-economic integration in the 


D. C. public schools in compliance with the decision of 
. Judge J. Skelly Wright in the case of Hobson v. Hansen. 


Neighbors, Inc. would like to take this occasion to stress to the Board of Education 
” that the Wright decision forces it to deal with what is, in this regard, basically a moral 
issue. We believe the paramount responsibility of the Board is to provide educational 
excellence for all the, children in the city. Judge Wright could not order that the 
schools be good; he could order only that they be equal. We urge that the Board of 
Education view increased racial and socio-economic integration as but one element, 
albeit an imperative one, in the creation of educational excellence in all of the wise 
schools. This must be done if compliance with the specific terms of the Wright decision 
is to produce anything more than mere boundary shutfling? 

Neighbors, Inc. supports the Wright decision and urges Principal Boyd, Superinten- 
dent Manning, and the Board of Education to develop plans which will meaningful carry 
out the decision. We believe that there is more than one possible plan which could bring 
about the increased racial and socio-economic integration called for by Judges J. Skelly 
Wright's decision in the Hobson v. Hansen case. 

Neighbors, Inc. sees the role of community participation in this matter as being 
one of helping to set goals and guidelines, not of having the responsibility for pro- 
viding expertise, collecting and analyzing demographic data, or preparing a variety of 
detailed plans. Those functions are the proper responsibility of the school officials 
who can and should draw upon whatever expert and-censultant services as are necessary. 
Other school systems dealing with this problem have made extensive use of consultant 
firms utilizing computer techniques, and we would suggest the same be considered by 
D. Gs mnsdiaeseietala! 

We have not seen from any quarter a set of plans which covers a range of the possible 


ways of increasing racial and socio-economic integration in keeping with Judge Wright's 
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decision and therefore we cannot at this time support any one particular plan to the 
exclusion of all others. However, there are at this time some specific plans which we 
oppose an. some general guidelines which we have adopted, and they are the following: 

1. Neighbors, Inc. supports in principle the we of school pairings, consortia, 
educational parks, and other methods which will achieve racial and socio-economic het-  / 
erogeneity as ordered by the Wright decision. Our support is limited to only those plans 
which would produce a sufficient degree of such integration. 
. 2. Consequently, we oppose, as means of compliance with the Wright decision, the 
plan to pair Wilson, Deal, Paul and Coolidge because that plan would group students of 
generally comparable middle and upper-middle class backgrounds. 

3. We likewise oppose, as a means of compliance with the Wright decision, the 
during-school-hours part of the "cluster" plan recently announced by Superintendent 
Manning which provides for special course enrollment by students among Wilson, Coolidge, 


a” 


and Roosevelt. 


¢ 


4, Neighbors, Inc. urges the Board of Education not only to implement plans to = 
meet the specific terms of the Wright decision but also to pursue urban-suburban cooper- 
ation as suggested by Judge Wright. We are awaiting the results of the feasibility stud 
on this subject now in progress and we hope the Board will act promptly on the nogoem 
upon its completion. NI urges the Board of Education to earmark future capital uCTeS 
funds for the creation of educational parks, in cooperation with suburban jurisdictions 
if possible, designed to serve broad cross-sections of the metropolitan area school 
population. 

5. Neighbors, Inc. urges the Board of Education to comply with the spirit as well 
as the letter of the Wright decision. If real integration (as opposed to ae I tee | 
desegregration) is to be achieved, we believe steps must be taken to prepare for ie 
change. We envision as necessary such measures as the preparation of teachers in gumner 
institutes and in in-service training programs, the use of multi-ethnic materials and 
the training of teachers on the use of these materials, and the development of ways to 
promote integration in extra-curricular activities where participation is by choice. 

Neighbors, Inc. stands ready to assist Mr. Boyd and the Board of Education in any 
way possible. In particular, NI would welcome the opportunity to serve on a citizens 
committee, which Mr. Boyd has indicated will be formed, in line with our view of the 


proper role of citizen participation, as mentioned above. 
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Statement of 
. Bruce Jcmlenl ica 
Chairman, District Democratic Central Committee " 
before the . 
Board of Education 
Spingarn High School 
INopoah 74, WOES 


It is a pleasure to appear as a representative of the popularly elected — 
Democratic Central Committee before the only democratically elected govern- 
ment body inthis city. It is a particular pleasure because recent actions of 
the school board demonstrate the critical importance of elected government 
in this city. The refusal of the board to continue the construction of Takoma 
School over the opposition of the commaunity shows a responsiveness to the | 
people which has previously been lacking both in our school board and city 
government. 


I am here today to talk about another issue’ -- discipline in our schools. 
and crime in our city -- precisely because this school board is attempting to _ 
be responsive to the community. Last week, the City Council -- over the 
objections of the Democratic Central Committee which represents four fifths 
of voters in the city, and numerous other citizen groups -- decided upon 
repression as the principal method to reduce crime. At a time when the city 
has virtually no programs for juveniles when they first get into trouble, when 
our correctional institutions are schools for crime rather than rehabilitation, 


when probation and parole workers are so few that they cannot give proper super- 


vision, city funds are being poured into more and more policemen. 


You may ask what does this have to do with the school board? First, the — 
overwhelming majority of crime, even serious felonies, is committed by | 
juveniles. It is an astounding and depressing fact that more 15 year olds are 
arrested for serious crimes in this country than any other age group -- and the 
second highest group is 16 year olds. Half of all persons arrested for serious 
offenses are 17 and under and almost a quarter are 14 and under. Youngsters 
of this age are either in school or have recently dropped out. 


Second, we read almost daily in the newspapers of the serious discipline 


problems in the District schools. These youngsters are either the same as those 


committing crimes or likely soon will be. 
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Third, the best time to head off crime is when a youngster first gets 
into trouble es after a serious crime has been committed. If funds are 
short, as they obviously are, it is better to assist a 14 year old youngster, 
then to add more policemen, judges and correctional officers to deal with 
him after he is a hardened offender. 


Yet, our city almost totally ignores these obvious facts. Teachers 
and counselors can readily identify youngsters getting into trouble who are 
virtually certain to commit more and more serious acts as time goes on. 
Blindly, we do almost nothing for these children until they commit serious 
offenses. Then, we spend a small fortune to arrest, try, and punish him. 
By then, society has been seriously harmed and an individual's life has 
been destroyed. 


I come here today to ask this school board to take leadership in this 
field. Since our appointed City Council*is unwilling to act, I appeal to you to 
help save the lives of the children who are in your trust. Iask you to develop 
a program to give maximum assistance to youngsters when they first get into 
trouble. Such a program will help these individual children, greatly improve 
discipline in the schools, and protect society from more serious crime in the. 


future. 
More specifically, I recommend the following steps: 


1. Suspensions should be eliminated as a means of discipline and should 
be used only in rare instances, after a fair due process hearing where absolutely 
necessary. Suspensions may relieve the school of an immediate proolem, 
but they are likely to push the child into more serious activities far more harmful 
to society. Suspensions are now greatly overused by many principals. 


2. The truancy program also needs overhauling. It is not presently 
geared to getting youngsters back in school. Youths are truant for periods up 
to 138 days with little action taken beyond "investigation" and parents are often 
not even notified. Lay persons should be used in neighborhoods to locate the 
youngsters and get them back into school before such long periods lapse that 
educational continuity is broken. 


3. Youngsters who are in trouble or seem about to get into trouble need 
extra assistance. The Crisis Teaching Program should be instituted to provice 
specially trained teachers who can work individually or with small groups of 
difficult children. The objective of this extra assistance should be to enable the 
children to return to their regular classes. 


4 =f 


> al / _ 
* . 7 
/ | : as 
eh i. re Lise | or 
i] ' f 4 ; [7.. : 


: “ = ¥ 4 i - Py i 5 
: ; i i : a f. in os : nad 7 : 
oo eee Ss ge I eh IER, te rata wee ahaa adit “Aetna ot 
» wie - : I ‘9 a F (h 4d Py - rat cha -) = - vi 
| 7 i 3 cae i. i 
| 7 . ; ‘ 7 ; _ 


s <a : 
y q : it _ — .. a 


F . : _ cont 7 
[a ele —_ 


Ay 


4, The schools must employ far more psychologists, social workers, 
and other expert personnel to assist children in trouble. This personnel should 
work closely with both the children and their families. 


5. Children get into trouble frequently because of overcrowding in their 
homes, the breakup of their families, the inadequacy of family incomes to pay 
for sufficient food and similar problems. While the schools cannot bear the 
responsibility to handle directly all these problems, they can proper take the 
responsibility to assure that children get assistance from the proper source. 
This means that school social workers should refer children and their families 
to the proper public or private agencies and then follow-up to ensure that 
assistance is forthcoming. The Welfare, Recreation, Health, Police and other 
departments should designate special liaison officials for the schools to ensure 
that the school system can obtain prompt and effective response, 


6. Where neither the school system nor other city agencies can provide 
adequate services for school children who are in trouble or about to get into 
trouble, the school system should have funds to purchase these services where 
necessary. This may mean psychiatric help, special vocational training, better 
housing and the like. These funds will provide flexibility to allow the school . 
system to provide individualized assistance to youngsters according to their 
particular needs when they are first in trouble. 


7. Community aides should be employed both to help maintain discipline 
in the halls and other school areas and to assist teachers, social workers, and 
others in working with children who cause trouble to overcome their problems. 
People from the neighborhood can bring Special skills in dealing with these 
childrens 


8. Finally, it is essential, if all our children are to stay out of trouble, 
to improve the entire school system. Classes must be smaller, physical facilities 
improved, the curricula made more relevant and interesting, teachers better 
trained. Once this is done, the schools, far more than the police, will be seen 
as the principal means to prevent crime by giving all children the CANES) to 
lead decent, productive lives. 


I suggest to the school board that it begin work now to develop programs 
of the kind Ihave suggested. Where funds or staff are available, these programs 
should be started immediately at least on an experimental basis. Where funds 
are not now available, programs should be developed for inclusion in the 1971 
budget next fall. But to get these funds, you will have to mobilize the maximum 
support of the community to persuade the Mayor, City Council, Administration 
and Congress that helping children to stay out of trouble is far better than enormous 
expenditures for policemen to patrol the streets. 
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il wish to direct ay bebuttal testimony to two areas. (1) Facts 
to refute statements made that tracking does not exist at Western 
High School =~ more particularly in the area of jownalimm amthe school 
publication and, (2) Comments on my personal charges of intimidation | 
aé the result of being cailkd tothe princpal's office to "discuss" 

my Sigmature on a petition. 


Before launching into the first area, it is necessary to present 

some background information on journalism at Western, I seldom find 

it necessary to list such qualilicationa as to when Il was married 

or whether 1 am a union member since the recorée usually stands for 
itself. However, in the interests of personal qualifications relating 
to my Sees to judge whether journalism is tracked, 1 shall depart 
from this. i have had seven years editorial newspaper #pr experienc e 
beginuing with my senior year in college when I was Associated Press 
correspondent for seven southwestern Virginia counties. From i Sates 
this I went.on to become editor of a smali daily, the Radford News-~ 
Journale Continuing -- I served as public relations director for 
Radford Colleze for two years and later worked for the Baltimore 
News~Americans I have free lancaé for the washington POStes+ having 
by-line stories in the Post within the past several months. I have 

had articles published inthe Virginia Journal of inducation, the 
Baltimore Public sehool News Letter and various industrial and 

church publications. I have won first and second place awards from 

the Virginia Press Association and the Maryland=-Delaware Press Association. 


However, my wachelor's degree is in education and all my graduate 
work is in English. | | 

piace | after coming to western in January of bhis year, the thes 
Journalism teacher and publication adviser Waimea vehemently ya 

urged me to assume her position, stating that she lacked the experience 
i have had. I agreed and during my first few weeks I was appalled 

by the disarray in which 1 found both the journalism class an @ 

the publications | : 


The journalism class did not produce the newspaper an d extreme 
hostility existed between the class and the newspaper staff. The 
journalism class was taught without any publication to permit 

students to see their stories in print. To remedy this situation ie mAs a (nf 
ynbeseting a Small mimeographed sheet called, "The briefsheet." ager 


The condition of the newspaper and its staff was more dismaying. 
the editor, Paula Scott, a black student, worked with a completely 
hostile staff. In lieu of having a homeroom I met with the Breeze 
Staff each morning in a borrowed home economics room. The paper 
had been publisheé only twice during the first semrster and 
students tole me this was because of the chaotic financial situation. 
this, indeed, was part of the deplorable picture for I learned 
that the previous year's bills had not been paid until October of 
the following yeare The paper also was bureened by a printer with 
archaic equipment who over charged. During these summer months 

i have gained competitive bids and have found printers who can cut 
the cost of each issue by more than $100. 


With this introduction I should like to bring out facts to show 
that an insidious form of tracking exists within the journalism 
and school publication areas | 
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Of the 12 Sapepbededsgeapemys journalism students, ten were 
humanities students. The exceptions were these: 'A boy fra 
a broken home whose rather worked at a semi-skilled joe and a : 
boy living with an Italian-American uncle. Botk boys were new \ 
to the sghool and it was unlikely that the paremwts or guardians 
would be in suificient position to grasp the school situation. \ 
sufficiently to be able to come to school to demand that their 

chilaren be placed in an honors track. 


with the exception of the Breeze editor, the key personnel 
of the newspaper staff was completely white. AS met with 
bePiewe.. the eight key staffers each morning, I could gy 


mot help sut observe that all were white; Only the editor was black. 


lt became apparent to me that the newspaper had wecome the captive 
of a small, minority yg white group that exercized exclusiveness. 
Stories from the majority of the student body were rejected. 

this brought about a situation in which the newspaper was not 
representative of the student body...enor (with the exception of 

the editor) did the staff attempt to make it so. 


This further brought about the classical situation in which a 
paper e¢xisted....the official publication... .existed but was 

ROt appealing, not interesting and not responsive to the student 
body at large. ‘The fact that stucents further were required to 
Subscribe or pay for single copies placed the Breeze outside the 
reach and interest range of 90 per cent of the student body. 

AS happens in these classical Situations, an underground newspaper 
appeared because although student opinion may be suppressed, it 
eventually will surface. 


A flagrant example of the use of school money was the trip by 
‘journalism and/or stafi memsers to a scholastic press conference 

at Columbia University. The trip had beee planned -- largely wy 

Mrse Jessie Wright -- before 1 assumed the class and adviser position. 
i was doubtful of the value of the trip since I had lectured before 

a Similar group wt Washington and Lee University a few years earlier. 
However, what was acceptable to me several years ago -- and what 

Was grudgingly acceptable before I recognized the situation at 
Western -~ is not acceptable to me now. 


Of the eight students attending the conference from Wwsatern, seven 
were white students which seems a strange delegation from a school 

in which the stucent body is 70 per cent black. A bus was chartered 
-- along with Dunbar sido Sent two black delegated and Wilson 
which sent an estimated 20 white delegates. Wilson does not hold 
mystic fascination for me so I did not do a head-count of their 
delegates as to racial origins. But my random observation revealed 
nO apparent black student. It seemed bizarre to send a bus load 
bf white students to reprseant District of Columbia schools. 


I have never learned just how mueh school money was poured into 

the trip as Mrs. Wright handled all the money. I collected $23 

from each student for expenses which included bus fare to and from 

New York, three nights in a New York hotel and registration fee of 915. 
This money 1 gave to Mrs. wright. At the end of the trip, something 
ike y2 was returned to each student as "surplus." 


(At this point I would like to clarify the fact that my dayghter, 
a stucent at the University of Maryland preparing to teach, 
accounpanied the groupe J took pains to see that each pent of 
her expenses were paid by me with cancelled hecks as proof. 
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While the trip may have been rightfully liz é 

with an interest ty journalism, i.e. jurenlion piksat nant irs 

ane breeze staif members, it still is suggestive of discrimination. 
The average student was discouraged from becoming a staff member, 
And the lack of tieepeemrereerittwdaucieiee information : 


concernin, the nature of news writing precluded other students 
from joining. ‘ 


throughout the remainder of the year, attelipts were periodically 

Mage to encourage mé to obtain money for students to attend 
"worskhops" waich -- in this cay’ and age -- are controlled by 
disenchanted minorities. at Mee i Re Na mea , 


The fact is that both class and staff were dominated by humanities. 
gtudents. ‘these stueents were counselled elsewhere and they #638 
showee complete reluctance to produce a paper that would be responsive 
to-- relevant to --the entire student body. I did my best to shore up 
the situation by backing the editor in her difficuly job -- hoping 
that the harm of ackings in journalism would be recorvnized and that -= 


in the future <= control will not exist in a few hands. 
ORR AR AG AK IK =. 3K 


1 woule like to pass to the seconé pointes.that of intimidation 
by veing called to the principal's office to "discuss" my name on 
Qa petition...secharges that were dismissed in a rather cavalier 
fashion by the principal. 


it is generally conceded that when the executive of any corporation 

@“< whether it te a newspaper, a School or a private concern -=- calls 

an employee to his office and makes "suggestions" that the "suggestions" 
are more in the mature of a demand. It is unlikely -- as Mr. Zevin 
rather plaintively suggested -- that I (or any employee) would be 
Willing to "talk it over." It may be that my name for reassignment 


was truly left giegre off the list inadvertently but it did not 


Bice 


seem to me to be so at the time. 


In Miss Shield’s testimony, she correctly stated that 1 asked 

What can i dof" However, it wag a rhetorical question, requiring no 
answers 1 said, "What can Lido fF " -covenot "What can 1 do #" 

She was in érror in stating that’ Mrs Zevin suggested ‘that’ Ireall 

Mr. Rnodes. He suggested that I*call Mr. Lofton. I have retained 
in my possession the oard on which he wrote Mr. Lofton's name 

and phone number's 


2F 


I will go a step further and comment what none of the three ofus 
previously mentioned. Before leaving the office, i turned to 

Mr. Zevin and said, "I hope this does not bother you personally." 
This is truly what I meant...that 1 do not care to deal in: 
personalities. I seek only firmer and more competent leadership...o. 
a comment I cl arly made to Mr. Zevin in Miss Shield's presence. 
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Statement on Budget for D. GC. Public Schools 
ey William H. Simons, President September 10, 1969 
Washington Teachers! Union 

Pudgeting Tor the Ds 6. Public @chools 4s 4 Dar Ge Tai oe@e. oF the 
hours spent to meet the deadline are but an exercise in futility. 
On Monday, September 22nd, the budget is to be transmitted to the 
District Government. The District Government will begin its exer- 
cise in futility in order to meet the deadline established by the 
Bureau of the Budget. 

It 1S now mid September and the fiscal year 19/O@issthres mon tne 
Old. It is estimated that Congressional action on the budget will be 
completed and signed into law in November. As usual, additional teaching 
positions will be authorized and,as usual, few, if any, EpeCspec Live 
teachers will be available. A well regulated budgetary process is not 
the total answer to the ills which plague our school system, but it 
woulc facilitate a number of matters, most essentially, future planning. 

Nevertheless, until some way is found to permit the residents of 
the District of Columbia to exercise their rights under the Constivcution, 
I am constrained to make a few comments on the proposed budget for 1971. 

It is refreshing to note that the administration is now Wot Lite AG 
ask for the kind of money that is needed to attack theproblems of the 
system. Although money is not the total answer, one thing is for certain. 
Very libvlercan be secomplished without adequate funding. How the funds 
are to be allocated is another matter. 

Funds for the More Effective Schools Proposal, additional teachers, 
counselors, and school aides, represent a judicious request Lor addi tions. 
money. The Union is positive that the More Effective Schools Proposal 
offers an opportunity to demonstrate that effective education can be 


2.0) 1.e eld Diss haivec db sites hone dine ght Ss all pemain dnecths budget. 
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ochool Aides are neededwin order to make it possible for teachers 
oO give the maximum time to the instructional program. While the 
proposal for Aides falls short of the stated goal of the Agreement 
between the Washington Teachers' Union and ae Boerd, ch Bducationm.. io 
is @ bepinhning. 

Although there is a request for additional teachers in the proposed 
budget, whe numberewrequested does nob beein soOlmocl, aedequavel 7) Che are. 
duction in class size which has been agreed upon by the Union and the 
Board. If you notes the «class size chars i uhoseppendix, (Une follow 
information is revealed. In the elementary grades 1, 125 or 39.7% of 
the classes were above 25, and in the senior high 2, 023 or 52.9% were 
above 25. If one would but examine these figures minutely, he would find 
that theré are academic classes on the secondary level as weil ae elomes:- 
ary classes either near or above 0 pupils. The Board must deal with 
aetuel class size end not 4a fatio basis. A ratio 19 derived Prom iv iis 
the number of pupils by the number of teachers: This has been em 
anachronism engaged in bysGhe Board for Teo men yoars:. 

A golden opportunity has been missed in terms of staffing the 
Special Education Division. This department should be organizec 
horizontally rather than vertically. Instead of devising a new structure 
for this department, the old tried-and-true method, which has doomed the 
system to failure, has been suggested for this area. The formulation 
of a new empire structure in Special Education insures that there will be 
no more than that of the other: divisions. 


In a document as voluminous as the school budget, it is virtually 


@) 


impossible to deal with all aspects in detail. Therefore, there ar 
certain questims which are raised for ene ener oc 

1. Does the budget contain in proportion too many administrative 

positions which will contribute to an ever growing inflexibis 


bureaucracy? 
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Why is it necessary to provide for additional supervisors in 


the elementary division when it has been demonstrated that this 


arrangement does not insure better instruction? 

Why 18 10 Thal im the special projects Givision Unere We 
requested a GS-9 Research Assistant, but in other areas the 
same position has been classified at a TS-10? Why not 
equality across une board 4 

Why is there a need for an educational specialist in the 
Military Science Department? 

Why didn't the administration take the opportunity in the 
1971 budget to come up with some innovative ideas in terms 
of staffing, rather than increasing the number of bureaucrats? 
What is the purpose of "Dean of Students?" How does this 
position differ from that of the Assistant Principal? Why 
couldn't these funds be allocated for teaching positions which 
might obviate the need for "Deans?" 

What has been the success of Project 00? Is the Board 
financing another boondoggle as it did with Project Wise? 
Does the Model School Division need as many administrative 
positions as has been suggested? 

Does the Innovation Team need as many administrators as 

have been proposed? 

What is the difference between a coordinator and a team 
leader insofar as the Innovation Teams are concerned? 

Since the present system of teacher evaluation 1S @. lai lure... 
why is there an increase in the administrator end of the 
present process, rather than trying to institute a new system 


which might produce better results? 
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li2« Why 13 i tymeces ary svomaddrsloati slo Une. Ould GO m1 ce mor 
the Chief Examiner? Judging by the performance of this office 
over the past years, the school system would do better to 
utilize the funds for this department in some oOlner jarea, 

The. above questions are but a few which need answering before the 
DUCE e Garis st tale weds, 

Finally, there is another segment of the budget which causes 
serious problems for the Union. This relates to the proposal for 
CuUrrieimlum Specialists. The Union wcontvends that the curriculum 
specialists are the classroom teachers. To create a "cadre" of curricu- 
lum specialists who are not actively engaged in classroom teaching, is 
a gross error of judgment. Instead of creating a "special class" the 
Union suggests that these funds could be better spent in providing 
released time during the year,and special projects during the summer, 
for classroom teachers to engage in curriculum construction. 

The Board is to be commended for its efforts in trying to achieve 
maximum input from teachers Bish uae community into the budgetary process. 
Perhaps this will provde useful sometime in the future when and or syne 
day comes that the Board of Education is given the power to convrol ihe 
destiny of the public schools. Until such time, the whole process and 
the end results are but fun and games, while the business of educating 
students in the District of Columbia continues to be mired hoplesily in 
the "democratic process" better known as the plantation system controlled 


by the Squires of the Capitol. 


a 


- 7 
ba. at tc mien wid ear “oe losrig 
a i - a : ee ; : i on 
, ) 
ee oO La” > a } 
0 =) 2 Le 
d ' i) { t i Y 
: f m4 i ' 
,* 1’) 
ws Meith 
} +. 
/ 
i} M Pa \ i é Z. ; 
ao? rs} Se oo \ i SRD - SIEhnas? io Lark \ 
t 
= im Py ? 


emmne Wears ic Pebrwieeealed 62 to~ 08 


- ata te tee "4s iif renal ie = - 


6 


dein iv qtr sian Line) DE Pu «! 
o - a hy, “a Ts) Lani ie ice dah ets Puch? noninc 
a £ 


were ibe oe Gu: one ,2: esi gar 
aus Pon * de arsine bree ol 


ie 2 raved 


Bad adrehuee 

. 

es 

oR Cn 


ote tee a ———— 


we = aa 


a — 
AWE ES ae 
THE WASHINGTON TEACHERS’ UNION [> on 1, — 
1126 Sixteenth Street, N. W. [= ea os) ea 
Washington, D.C. 20036 \ eee ne -_ 
EBON . eee - 
lo592 
DSS = 


Mr. Julius Hobson 
300 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
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My name is Tim Thomas. 1 am Chairman of the Black Students' Union at 
The George Washington University. I am appearing before you tonight to 
spain fie support of my organization for community control of the Adams 
School, The BSU is moved to take this position for three reasons. First 
of all, the vast majority of my members are natives of ed sSaruale and, as 
future parents, are genuinely concerned over the growth and complexity of 
the present school administration which they feel has compromised the accounta= 
bility of neighborhood schools to the community which they serve. spec irace liye 
at the Adams School, the BSU is concerned over the hassel which parents | 
have to ennereo in order to secure Adams for community meetings. 

The BSU is concerned, secondly, because we feel that there is a grow- 
ing polarization between the schools in washington and the parents. Speci- 
fically, at Adams parents have expressed pees over their inability to 
gain access to teachers.and, as a result, feel that they lack the power to 
influence decisions weceter ae the education of their children, 

Thirdly and most importantly, we support community control because of 
the failure of traditional educational institutions to equip Black children 
with the potential to participate fully in the eae fin C0 their come 
munitiese Both the Colman Report nationally and le Passow Report locally 

he ry E- 
have driven, the plight of Black youths in Poa naere and overcrowed schools. 
it should be made clear here that the BSU does not see community con= 
,trol as the panacea for the ills of the Adams School, but we do see it as 
a preeeo eye increased relevancy of education to the needs and aspirations 


of Black youths and their parents. 
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Members of the Board end Superintendent Henley. My name is Ruth Pearl; 


I am precident of the Brightwood Elementary PIA. Tonight I want to talk to you 
4 A . 
if. 

aoout health and hvgetne at ou school. 


Mr Henley, 1 am sure las more than the ordinary interest in conditions 
&> our school, because his grarddaughter, Sheryl, goes there. His granddaughter 


and my daughter share the same /ith grade classroom and the same rest room. 


I'm here tonight to tell you just a little about that restroom. 


To Soe ea is either Board policy or Building and Grounds policy~- 
rot cis ch makttss- 


I don't know comme: tipcemmecudsiahoets-—-but stated policy it appears to be that 


5th and 6th grade girls may not menstruate on school property - Lt is -the stated 
: y 


practice of Mr. Woodson's Office that not only are Kotex dispensers not provided, 
i 

neither are containers provided for disposal purposes in the toilet stalls at the 

oe 2 | Ge ‘ Z 

y school level. However, the majority of our 6th grade girls do 


uot 
as 
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ay 
ey 


menstruate--monthly--and quite a few 5th and even some 4th praders as well. 
| 
Unfortunately this isn't our only restroom problem. The stench and filth 


defy description. In addition, we also supply toilet paper only at rare and 


if 


infrequent intervals. Upon questioning our children, we found this has been a 
1 
Brightwood "tradition". It's nothing new; it's been going on for years. 

Perhaps because the stench has been extra bad this yeer--a fact also con- 

firmed by our children--we parents were finally made aware of how bad the situation 
° 
hes been at ourvschool: 

Toward the end of September (Sept. 26th to be exact) when we first spoke 
to our principal atout the restrooms, we learned there were no toilet bow#l brushes 
or even disinfectant in the school. It was our principal who personally purchased 
“the first galion of Lysol that day. And incidentally , rs we do not know exactly 
when those bowel. brushes did arrive, they were not in the building as recently as 


. 


our last PTA meeting on October 29th. 
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On September 26, we hed facetiously stated that if things weren't improved 
} a week, it might be necessary to notify the Health Departments toroimrt=dewn 


ekz2o)1. For Jet me make it clear what the extent of the filth was that we were 


e 


ing about in the one-and-only girls restroom which has 2U toilets serving 
necds of approximately 400 youngsters. 


We'd been checking it almost daily for the prior 10 days. At no time did 


appear the room had been touched “by custodial hands. At no time had there been 


oben paper. And 6 of the toilets, while totally inoperable were not. so 
FBC. tt a 


irked, and,as you can imagine, were filled with non~ flushable exap. ‘The boys 


-estroom was equally unbelieveseble, if not worse and the situation was only 
hientiy bette afin the one toilet Ort the Teachers Room, where it was not even 


possible #¢ for teachers om wash their hands because of the stopped up lavoratory. 


: | 


ee earn Pannen 10 days, during which time paper still was net 


in evidence, the stench still remained (though somewhat improved), and we ¢dy¥ 


contimied | tovexpress Our eoncern, 
Finally on October 7 we told the principal that it looked as if our only 
i 
possible source of help would have to come from outside the school system~-—-there- 
| < | + 
fore we were going to call the Health Department. Health inspectors came out the 
| 
following day, as did representatives from Mr. Woodson's office. 
i 


We thought our problems would be over--IT AINGT SO.) Four stalilsein the 


girls restroom-remain wired shut awaiting ards ae eplacement, we're not sure 
mich. Toilet paper, while appearing more frequently, is still seemingly treated 
S’a precious commodity to be made available only occasionally, and the odor and 

dirft still abound. The same Sates in the boys restroom. While the teachers’ 


lavoratory ispow repaired, that toilet and the one located next to the principal's 


1 


office are not really kept "clean" by any standard. Added to that, we now have 
&@ new, six-room demountable which opened at the end of October and serves our ist 


and end graders. While its restrooms ane pretty and brightly pa 1inted and happily 


have also been supplied with toilet paper, they, too, nonetheless, stink. 
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And we ask you, Board of Education, 


tre District of Columbia? 


This ws, one. mess in W 


oe 


you, Mr. Henley, 
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h we believe merits cleaning up. 


December 3, 1969 


by Chairman Education Committee, D. C. Federation of Civic Associations 
Mister President, members of the Board of Education, Mr. Superinten- 
dent and Mrs. Williamson ~ after the vote of the Board on the Promotion 
Procedure, | regard the privilege of speaking here as imposing upon me, 
only one obligation: that is of reading “fi following statement as agreed 


to by the Educational Committee of the D. C. Federation. 


On Friday, November 29, the Federation of Civic Associations met and 
voted, after much debate, to oppose the community control of the D. C. 
Public Schools = but to encourage wholeheartedly community involvement 


and participation in all school affairs. 


The Federation feels strongly that the control of the D. C. Public 
Schools resides in the elected members of the Board of Education - who 
because they are elected should run the school system wisely and, when 


feasible, in accordance with the desires of the communities, 


The appointment of and/or eee Ofeprincipals. aoe, 
administrators, allied professionals, etc, must be Efe final responsibility 
of the Board of Education ~~ acting in accordance with the wishes of the 
communtty and via Board of Education regulations and policies, Moreover, the 
development of curricula is also the responsibility of this elected Board 
of Education, This Board should not abdicate its duties to either the 


sincere in the community or to the whims and shoutings of the insincere. 


The hope for a successful D. C. school system is community involvement 


Ae . oe choo bse 
and participation ~ not control Oe Cun > 


n 7 . 7 ‘ 
flee Ro tyeo) gid coast ph) Ae ta 
_ a ° 

ye 


. 7 
stvoeet mie 4a) Sisetsben 62 Oo een immed oi 
, a - ea tyes — _ wo oo 


7 o4 

4 weg 
a an 4 (vo eye 

me ales ; : 

4 : ns & ae wk > 

— : 

NA wwetoinsigt Lath peick suciuh” To Wiens ele Tore aden . wis! } esi4 


yy 


, 


; so? es 
7, estan 9 tm a +. Stov ot} aejJte ~~ ner ae 
° 
> a nc Hd aoit 28 Sian Btideage lo poafivirgy eth bigest Il, "4 
. 
noni secomaiaraeex ohio? os gntheer to 2b dens rnol ie! | AX THO ' 
7 9 < 7 : " 
: | : ‘ ! LL shotiarsbsa 2 yd “wit ? o eal livacd ‘ke 4 \ 
-_ ' 7 _ a . 
Tice : aa - : 
= : 22 7 ce a ST tis : v7 i+. = 
gv. bie daa aigl deiooelW at /79 Xo Raisin abel AT eS vedwovow yynbist 49 
; ; 4 7 < » Le : ; 
- sv on OR, FO. datsnco. viimuinwas aid Beaqqo of ,atudeb foun iodts ,betov 
Sie ae rine, va 
y ; 
inal oval Me binpmres vVibarienialcaiw Geaweens of Jud - «loonie? of ig 
- 
ae S24 aite foedse 1f6 vl nolseqial sven bne 


loo? nolseieds4 


ase 
= = 
le 
- 


ida WN cond Jovi ideas : 


ae Avi 3 aeltGonb3 forhiwed ody to. eiacdmem beloela ofS al 2ebtes1 2!ooroe 


- r ; P ; : 
ia ee en gealeve foode> sf? nev Ghidte tatoels o15 yar) otwozed 
- : : . Q 3 izeb aM dtiw svt sia ee emt xt dl aps? 
is “in 7 a La ets! TWH ed Oo = TIO msiwn hatha ions SO ,0'91 cbs% 
_ 
a - 


- aa cf Phe an oe) etioy Sirk regent ae ateezci meld 10\bas te, Jasntntoggs cy!T 


4 ATTA neqame Yoal ali. od Jeu .a¥o , zlenwl vec alborg weitls ,fasertzirihnbs 


Hite 


i : 


oe —- 
7 ae if <a nib et sas +30 tan ” ire aoe sl aay Cath sneubd to . 
3 ie 5 : “4 - ~~ — 


¢ <ersoqient Yo agi te ae — ya! sas Dt a al re ts 
a . Oh ft! 


hs AYiw. vows 102s ot pelt =< tov daub 90 fae oy to 


vin} not eeu te Wind. Biv brim ydiaummos 


q - SA = a 


a Wo yr Hatencg ex ond ae te - t etioot vas > to 33 pamyatavel 
- 


\ aaatall og bos apres hiets 


< 


The Committee asked me to Say, further, to you that they believe 
the new Board, starting in January, will be vital and effective in the 
growth of our school system, That your deeds will speak Iouder than 
your words, that you will find the time and energy'' to serve, to work 


and to lead,!! 


That our faith and the faith of waitie in you and Mr, Henley w= will 
make it easier for you to restore confidence in our schools. And under 
your inspired leadership the needs of the School system for improved 
reading, writing, arthmetic, new physical plants and discipline will be 


met, 


So that our children will once again in their school classrooms be 


able to smile, dream and hope for a better future, 


Respectful ly Submitted, 


/s/ Dr. Benjamin H, Alexander, Chairman 
Dr. Benjamin H, Alexander, Chairman 
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IVY-~CILY TRIMIDAD 
CITIZENS STunklie Couinrrer 
WASHING OR De aCy 20002 


December 2, 1969 


Board of Education 

D. GC. Public Schools 
ALS eaioth strect, Nels 
Washingtons De C, 


Dear Board of Education Members: 

Sinz Enclosed is a copy of our request to the Board of “ducation dated 
duty 30, 1969 and presented before vou b: Mes.-Mattie Taylor. We noted 
that in vour reply to our petition you decided to retain Cxummell School, 
untying it from the opening of the Webb School Addition. 


We, the orgenizations listed in the original »vetition, would like 
to reiterate our desives to have 2 new Crummell School built on the same 
site to replace the outinoded buildings now in use. In addition, we 
suggest that the Board of Nducation purchase the Potomac Dlectric Power 
Company building adjacent to the school. This building is simply being 
usedvas a one-story parking facility and could be easily relocated else-— 
where, . 


fhe Crummell School population has steadily increased from a low of 
361 in Sentember to a present high of A475 students, This steady increase 
serves in onposition to one of the prime reasons for razing Crummell, that 
of population decrease, 


We strongly urge the board to ta'-e those necessary steps that will 
lead to the building of a new Crumnell Elementary School. 


Sincerely. yours, e 


The Ivy City-Trinidad 
Citizens Stcerins Committee 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Crim FOL |. 
“L500 Ga altaude Q ot Se tees NE. 


CG. WV VW. oe yy Lox 
we ee SPRING PAS 
dune 16, 1969 
Mrs. Mattie Baylor 


Di CG. pet kigds rou Hducatio ora! 
Aq} ~ ie ame re) NELEeot, Nol. 
Washanaton, Ds C. 20004 


Dear Mes, Taylor: 


We ave asking that you present our position to the Board of Education 
at its next meoting Wednesday, June 18, 1959. 

The Crumnell-Vebb PPA, Ivy City-Trinided Citisens issociation, churches 
end other organisations in the avea would like to exoress their opvosition 
to the proposed phasing out of the Crumaecll Blomontary Sehool. This bod3r 
camot express too strongly the need to keep Grae operaving as an 
elomentary school wait. We, therefore, submit to you the Following statements 
in support of our position. We also are enclosing a petition containing 
over 500 signatures signed by concerned citizens of the Ivy-City einided 
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Capacity - 8° 


2. Hasardous route ~« 


pacity ~ Crunmell Car 
JO ~ enrollment 944 


crossines 
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a) West Virginia Aves, Mt. Olivet Rd., and Montello Ave. 
b) Youngs an 5e? years of aze must travel more than 9 nile of 


from farthest point of 
(c) Kojack's Liquor Store - Many truck 
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3.° Playrround eastern tails the 944 punils 
To increase the enrollment without an adequate area is 
4, Cafeteria cannot accommodate any additional children, 
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_ These 944 children remained inside from Noverber 68 to April, 1959.’ 
Me. Woodson has been notified that this was necessary because of the midday 
field which is the only area accessible. This area belongs to the Recreation 
Departnuent , . 


‘Sincerely, 


Clarence W. Taylor 
Chairnan 
Steering Comittee 


ce: Ivy-City Trinidad Assn, 
Webb School . ey 
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PROPOSALS FOR UPDATING TAFT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Good evening members of the D. C. Board of Nducation, fellow parents, 
and citizens. lJ am Mrs. Haze) L. Prown, President of the Tatt Junion High 
School Parent Teachers Association. I would like to first welcome you to 

‘ 

Taft Junior High School, and On behatr or cine Vatu Junior Hien pchool P.T.A., 
to express our appreciation for this opportunity to bring before you some 
Or aoe problems. We seek for our children here at Taft Educational oppor- 
tunities which should allow them to develope to their maximum potential. We 
feel that in order to adequately challenge our children to achieve in their 


educational environment, certain entities are basic requirements. Among these 
are a competent dedicated and resourceful faculty and staff, a curriculun 
which provide educational, goals which are meaningful, attainable, and meets 
the needs of the students, and se rrren cel plant which is conclusive to their 
development. Tonight, we would like to address eee Co the Jacuersor 
these entities, the physical plant. Purine the previous. school year, .4 
committee composed of Parents from Lary Junior High, and interested community 
members was constituted to inspect this school building and report back to 
the parent body its findings as to the conditions of the building. As a re- 
sult of ana a lengthy list of inadequacies was compiled. We 
have selected some of the most urgent needs tO present to you tonight. 

1. ,Updating.of the lighting in the original building. 
One of the prime reguiremenis for educational achievement by students is the 
ability to adequately perceive printed material. We ener that classrooms 


ir oe 


lighted by thirty five old incandescent lighting fixtures supplying approximately 


5 foot candles of illumination cannot by any stretch of the immagination be 
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construed as adequate lighting for our students. We understand that updating 
of the Lig “hts in the building has been programmed, however, we do not have any 
target date as to when to expect the job to be started. The needs of our 
children in this category is now and we ee you to direct the replacement orf 
these outdated lighting fixtures be started immediately. 

ee Updating of lavatory facilities. 
Another vestige of the thirty five years existance of Taft Junior High School 

the lavatory facilities in the original building. The partitions which 
originally formed the individual cubicles have through years of use and misuse 
deteriated, and most of Gee: have been renioved and have disappeared. 
To use the lavatory facilities ee offers an affront to the sense of modesty 
morality and the need for privacy which has been instilled in so many of 
our students by their family. The es of learning should and does take 
place here as in other parts of the building and in order to make that learn- 
ing wholesome, we must provide adequa e facilities Tor ae its whole- 
someness. We request that you direct an immediate program be started to 
completely UpGaLe the inadequate lava give facilities in this building. 

3. Removal of walls in says recreation wing. 

We request that work-be begun as soon as possible to remove certain non 
bearing partitions in the recreation SE This will give the recreation 
department more uninterrupted recreation area in which to CONGUCL< Lbs pro= 
grams. Additionally, it will allow extensive a lee play area for the 
use of Taft Students during inclement weather. A work request was placed for 
this improvement some time ago, and the school administration was given an 
October starting date, however, to date, nothing has been done in this regara. 
We feel that dinmed iate initiation of this ‘project will be of Los help to us 


in combating some of the other problems which we face. 
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te Coie ion of Che, inednerator installation. 


Sometimes prior to Christmas 1968, a contract was executed to replace the 

incinerator here at Taft. Tne old ineqnerator was torn out and installation 
of a new one begun. Approximately one year later, the installation is still 
not complete, and no work has been done toward this completion for the last 


ian! 
ry 


three t four months. This facility is most urgently needed by the staff here 


at the school, and we ask that you the board direct the Bee eng department 


~~ 


et the administration to take all available means of affecting an immediate 
consumation of this contract. i 

De et vovide additional parking taciittics. 
This school year at Taft has seen some notable changes. As you all know our 
new wing is nearing completion. Addition of this wing quite naturally 
necessitated additional staff. This addition to the staff has intensified 
what was already a serious lack of parking facilities here at the school. 
Presenviy, there ere parking spaces av Cher rear on the old eee ror 
approximately twenuy five cars. There on BO Se one hundred persons on 
the staift here, and when those twenty five Spaceerare taken, Lue reset oF; 
the faculty must park on the streets, or illegally in-rTront-of, the building. 
We propose that the section of ground east. of the new wing be developed 
into parking facilities tor the start. A feasib bility study of the area 
has been made and it is estimated that developing this area for parking 
would afford us from fifty to sixty additional parking spaces. 


In conclusion may I urge you the board members to give immediate and caréful 


consideration of the regquest.submitted herein. We would like the board to 


also direct the appropriate department of the school Saini eeretion to be- 
gin a study of the original building with a total remodeling program in 


mind in order to make it more condussive to th he operation of present day 


educational concepts. 
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PROPOSALS FOR UPDATING TAFT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


Modernize Higntine an the ori cinal buildine. 

Modernize lavatory facilities in the original building. 
Remove certain non bearing partitions in the recreation area. 
Complete the installation of the incenerator. 


Convert the grounds east of the new wing to additional parking 
PaCereUleswor Une Stat t. 
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As an interested parent with two deughters who have attended D. Co 
Public High Schools, one a graduate and the other now a senior, I 
am here at their insistence and by my own convictions; because they 
have appreciated and enjoyed a Health & Fhysical Education Program, 


having come from a Parochial High School which fg¢fd/fohad no sub- 
stantial Health & Physical Educationg7Z Progtam. Also I do have four 


. youmger children, Therefore, I want to make these following points 
about the programs 


le Out yo wg people need a physical education program to develop 
their bodies; in many homes there is no one there to encourage 
young people, so the school must assume this role in order to 
ex assure tueir proper growth and development. 


2o Directed physical activities develop interest for outside activities 
beyond school, which encourage young people to participate in 
wholesome recreation rather then fall victim’to delinquency for 
want of just something to doco 


4. Hany young people are able to go to college on Athéetic scholar- 
ships; their eligibility comes through physical education pro-= 
ELTamMs e 


4. As a part of Physical Education, the 4¢7/f¢ health program sup- 
plements or fulfills the Parential Role of teaching our young 
people about themselves, making them aware of heir responsibilities 
in the commmity, end keeping them informed about social conditions 
end behavior. 


In this day and age, when we are trying to tailor the education to the 
needs of the students, how can we afford to delete a necessare/ part 
of the school programe & High School Health & Hducation Program has 
merit, therefore, the participants deserve credite 


Bracy He Means 
_ 4508 13th Streetp No. 
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TOs MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
DISTRICT GF COLUMBIA | 

FROM: AFFIRMATIVE STUDENTS 

SUBJECT: PHYSICAL FANCATION IN D. C. SCHOOLS 


December 3, 1969 
lam not here to speak for every student in the District 
of Colunbiz School System, but I am here in behalf of those students 
who ore asking W H Y? 

Why must Physical Education be taken from the schools 
in the District of Colunbia? 

We admit we want credit given for this subject. Physical 
Education is an over-all part of -he Educational Program and why 
not go all the way and treat as such <= = GIVE CREDIT. 

Physical Education embraces so much of the school spirits 
that it is our opinion, that it would have much more affect on the 
morals of the students than did removing Prayer from our schools-=- 
if Physical Education is dropped from the school program, _ 

ior happens to that student who has the ambition to 
further his Pr eer ne, but does not have the financial means in 
which to obtain it ONLY through an athletic scholarship? 

What happens to that student who plans to atten a College 
‘oo Uaivernite and Physical Education is dropped from the saretinin 


in oj schools? It is a requirement for College. 
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mS eo education ean help combat obesity. Physical 


_ Cardiovascular problems rate 
ha on a list of 4lInesses. 
Phy sical Education helps to eliminate "TIME ON MY HANDS" 


| probles. haat young people have plenty of time to do things, but 
will have nothing to do unless” we can continue our pee aoe 
Education program, fits Gna 

In atsoussing the pros and cons of Physical Fducation let : 
us not forget that Physical Education is in our elementary schools, 
and this gives each of us a beginning of correct posture, good 

sportsmanship, correct learning techniques for all sports. 

To each Member of the Board of Education PLFASE do not 
deprive us (THE STUDENTS ATTENDING SCHOOL IN THE DISTRICT oF 
COLUMBIA ) of Physical Education without credit. 

If Physical Education is going to remain as we wish -—~ 

. the progrart does need to be up-graded = more activities > more 
individual activities that will help promote ‘sociability, curtail 
instability. | yp? 

If Physical Fitness is going to be stressed ‘the Health 
: ; and Physical Education Program is very essential to each boy and 


ee girl in all levels today. ‘In order for one to be a well rounded 


3 person and enjoy life to its fullest we MUST BE PHYSICALLY FIT. 
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PROPOSAL OF MCKINLEY 
COREUHI DY (SCHOOL & 
OAT JUNIOR HIGH SCHC 
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GH SCHOOL PTA 
LAD MERTIVG 
3 DEC lyoy 
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Members of the School 3oard of the District of Columbia, 
by now you must know that this city government. is consider- 
ing the purchase of the old National Geographic Magazine 
bullding for use as a detention center to ease the over- 
crowding at tne D.C. jail and Lorton reformatory. AS presi- 
dent of the McKinley High School PTA, I am here tonight 
firstly, to propose that the city purchase this building 
for use as an educational annex to NcKinley and secondly, 
to estadlisn the PTA's opposition to the city's use of this 
structure as a penal facility. 

Located at 1709 third Street N.E.. just one block from 
Melinley High School, thais building's availability was 
first noticed oy Mckinley principal, Nr. William Rumsey. 
Being sensitive to both the matter of school overcrowding 
mati SHE surrounding community's needs, Mr. Kumsey labored 
summer long working up a proposal exploiting the educational 
potential of this structure, I recently visited the National 
Geographic Society Suilding and was Jmpressed with the fact 
nat it was already equipped with the basic facilities 


o 


needed to allow an immediate promulgation of some of the 


/ 


, « 


suggested prozrams. Not only is the building equipped to 


handle a modern computer training center and business 


machinery for commercial training, but it contains suffici- 
ent space to give other than token attention to a reading 
Clinies 


Just at a time when nelghbornood stability is of prame 


importance to the development of optimistic attitudes to- 


ward the projected ways of solving our inner Catyer USS uie 
very suggestion that a penal colony was to be dropped in 
tnaeir midst has already had its demoralizing effect. In 
speaking to one of the well known residents of the area, 
quite by coincidence, I learned that she, after long years 
of saving, was apout to consumate a real estate transaction 
involving her home. AS a direct consequence of the recent 
publicity concerning the use of this same building, a few 


his -% 
blocks away, as a jail, —ESSSSseh parts 


froea is being fess 


Won =a 
SSS SEieek 
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MeNinley area property values are even now on the brink of 


plunging downwards, 

biscies and gentlemen of the Senool Board, we, the parents 
of the twenty-one hundred children at HeKinley even after 
recovering from the initial emotional Jolpecaused Dye Unis 
disasterous consideration, remain unalterably opposed to 
using the old National Geographic pualding as even a tem- 
porary detention center. Because you are the sees demo- 
eratically conceived ruling body of any kind in the Dis- 
trict of Golumbia, the McKinisy PPA urges that you not 
‘succumb to the same kind of fuzzy thinking that continues 


to promote the root causes of our current social ills. 
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Some of our pudlic officials would have us believe that 
the solution to the rise of violent crime in the iano Cty 
rests solely on the construction of jails and the applica- 
tion of tnreats of force by the authorities. While belleving 
in the necessity for an ordered society, the Nchinley PTA 
differs with these officials but agrees with some of the 
conclusions drawn by the three most recent presidenti tal 
commissions, "The solution to the rise of violent crime 
must also rest on the people's acceptance of the legitimacy 
Of7 the rile making institutions, of the political and social 
order, and of the rules these institutions make." As the 
only elocted representatives of the people of the District 
of Columbia, you are in the enviable position of being able 
to help reestablish inner city faith in society's rules 
while at the same time making provision for an expanded 
educat gone and. training capability for the children of 
Washington, 

Migh qoute te Ces: Geely We you did not immediately 
call a special meeting dedicated to this matter. We, the 

wcKinley PLA propose that you use the power vested in you 
by the people to block any move by the D.C. Department of 
PUDIIicCwyOrks tOvuse the Old National Geosraphie vuliding 
as a penal institution. In addition, give detailed consider- 
ation to the educational proposals fowarded by Mr. Rumsey 
POPRUAS COnVers2 ong o7. fag facility into an educational 
annex to McKinley High School. 


George Cor ares, JX. 
rPresédent, Mckinley PTA 
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The Brookland P.T Ae 


Brookland is one of the schools in the District sharing its! Principal. The 
P.T.A. feels that this condition cheats the children, the parents and the 
Community, neither does this condition lend itself to effective or efficient 
administrative process. For the past two or three school terms, a teacher, 

who taught both the fifth and sixth grades, has been absent from school almost 
as much as she was presente . 

The children in her class were always very late receiving their report cards or 
did not get them at all. Some parents felt that she was not present enough to 
fairly evaluate the childrene ‘The Parents, whose children who are now in 
Junior High School, are complaining that their children are feiling, from lack 
of preparatione [ They are seeking tutors’ | With a full time Principal this. cxaciti 
condition would not have existed. ‘ 

We, therefore request that Mrs. Shirley W. Hammond } the assistant principal 
of Brookland — Slowe, be assigged as “Acting Principal", acting at Brookland 
Elementary School. lMrse Hammond is familiar with Brookland's problems, and 
has also kept abreast of the imnovative programs, that are available, and this 
could help improve ) the educational quality of Brookland. The P.?.A. feels this 
appointment is urgently needed and would require no extra fundse 

Brookland is also a school without the "Male Image", We therefore request 
that two or more "Male teachers be assign to Brookland, on the fourth, fifth and 
gixth grafie levels. There is 2 fifth grade opening now. The others as soon 
as possible. Why must children go through their formative years, sometimes froin 
kindergarten thru eighth or ninth grade without "Hale Supervision"? Whatever the 
-excuse,the School Board and Administration should do everything possible to 
rectify this situation. 

At Brookland, we have neither an assembly hall auditorium or an “all purpose 
room. Wo place to permit the teachers to give programs, show movies, have 
meetings, or have “indoor recess" during inclement weather. There is a large 
basement room, tuice the siz@ of two classrooms, that is now standing idle. This 
basement rooil,,could very easily be converted for use as an all-purpose room. It would 
not take much, we ask that funds be made available, immediately for this conversion. 
It would make a nice Christmas or New Years gift to the staff and children. 

Please speed our "window guards we are receiving much needed equipment and 
hate the thought of it being stolene Brookland has been illegally entered 
five times this past year and oddly enough in tne same mannere 

Most of the supplies ordered for Brookland (in Fepruary 1969) are sti11 on 
pack order. For example, construction paper, the children and teachers would 
pe using for Christmas decorations has not arrived, phone calls via the ‘Hot Line" 
has not speeded up the deliveries (we covld not decorate for Halloween). A whole 
year is entirely too long to wait for supplies, how can one teach? Parents are 
disgusted with these delays. New methods for supplying the schools should be 


explorede — 


Yours truly, y Puli /, 
Amo Cj Liv t (here qe’ 

Jjapes dw. Williams, Jr. 

President, Brookland PeT.Ae 
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December 3, 1969 


Reverend Coates, Mr. Henley, Members of the Board of Education 
1 am Gloria Roberts, President of the D. C. Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. | am here at the direction of aon local PTA leaders who 
object strenuously to the recent sniping at PTA's by a member of this 
Board. | was not present at the November 19th meeting when Dr. Sessions 
turned his well-known pique on PTA'S In the Wows of Columbia. | 
am told that among his many jabs was a reference to our being the 
Harper Valley PTA (with ail eOtetiose implications)and the assertion 
that PTA ss in rhe D.C. were middle class Uracist!! organizations. AS 
one of our focal PIA officers said - '\f we're the Harper Valley PTA, 
rather than the D.C. PTA, then it follows that this Board must be the 
Harper Valley Board of Education." If we had nothing better to do with 
our time and energies than take pot shots mF Board Members, we would 
come before you and sing you a long, sad ballad about the games some 
Board Members play and have played. However, we feel there are too 
many things that need doing in this city to waste our time on such 
petty nonsense. Rather we feel it is more important to clothe children 
in need, to raise money to buy shoes and over-shoes so children can attend 
school, to. provide scholarships for our high school graduates to attend 
DCTC and to provide thousands of Weinnteer man-hours to do things in our 
schools that the budget doesn't yet provide for. 

An organization that is made up of about 96% black parents, teachers 
and administrators is rather an unusual group to label racist, unless the 
Board Member is charging that these 96% discriminate against hY minority. 


Whatever he meant, we relect total ly and completely. 


bey pe 


We would suggest to all Board Members that there is much to be done 
in our school system without attempting to tear down the largest organized 
group in the city. If Dr. Sessions or any other member can't think of 
enough educational projects to occupy 100% of his attention, the PTA 
would be very happy to supply a list of priority items. 

The time has come for some members of the Board to work with all 
groups concerned with the education and welfare of all children in this 
city. | repeat, with all groups and not with just a few hand-picked 
citizens who purport to speak for all of the community. 

1'm sorry that it was necessary to take time to come here for this 
purpose but we want it made a matterof Board record that we are weary 
Of these pom unwarranted and unjust attacks on the more than 40,000 


members of the D. C. Congress of Parents and Teachers. 


Ae 
es rm ae vats We iar ie Hemet ITS @ 


ups ory shay " Me fo witigs TE . 


Ge) 
boon » Woden 1 ie i ee oo 
Welds ety 1G) Pod! «4 
j CPT inka / . 
+) 
cr AMiw dc qi 
ante a HOTOT Ho Tia | 


synl- Vgc foe a 


EDGEWOOD CIVIC ASSOCIATION INC. 


-It has been stated on more than one occasion that the 
high) levebe, of frustration that led to thewsveil> Givl 
ieee rvneniey and et aha a plague the people of the inner 
ates with high rates of crimes,being committed by our young 
people, is an institutional system that teat bss toner the 
community participate in establishing worthwhile, educational 
PY Oe varise tia t would have the kind of holding power that. 
would lessen eernone drop out rate and he dain atetel Wot erhe ney 
“The over-crowded conditions in our public schools 
have proved to be more than a handicap in getting worthwhile 
educational programs started. Conc ccuce aaa cree! Admini- 
strators, parents and students are constantly searching 
for space doe could be used eee Wee programs that would 
promote community involvement. Such a space was found at 
the National Geographic Building on Srdeand. kh Sts se Nok. 
And a sera ary: made by Sep eee and Mrs. Murray, 
: Behayotlee tis of McKinley and Langley, respect ive by? = Now oaL 
understand that according to radio and newspaper reports 


this space will be used for a jail. And that the leaders 


in the community had been notified of this intolerable act, 


ee 


oy ie 
To set themrecord straieht the Edgewood, Civic Association 
has not bemnotified. And even if we had been we would 
have stated very forcefully that we are opposed to any 
kind of jail being built in-this community. Having begged. 
for years for space to relieve our overcrowded school 
conditions and promote new relative programs, We insist 
that@anyeavailable space should ¢o\ to our schools 9) Moreover, 
our erence in the community have recognized the ineffective- 
ness of the employment system as it relates to their welfare, 
They are tired of having their nhames put in a grab bag and 
being told that we will call you if a job develops. This 
service should be brought into the community and the student 
should have space to work out their own destiny. Again, I 
repeat any p¢@Jsy available space should be used for the 
weitere of our students. 

I would also like to bring to your attention the 
unsightly and unsanitary conditions that ted to the closing 
of the boys’ locker room at Langley Use debbiedal “Here again 
we are confronted with a Siete anes cpucbandeiy Bleue 
the physical development of our vouresteve We are told 
now that it will be ten weeks before this condition can 
be given any aigeanctis eee weeks have passed and we 


still find ourselves in the same old bag. 
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Fina live wouldralsos Tike to know what if anything 
can be done to speed up the renovation of the Old Emery 
Community school? The Council made the Fae available 
over a year ago, since that time several men have been out 
to measure and check the bracers but. no work-is being done. 
We are forced to ask if there are any answers to these 
“untimely delays, because.of budget Cui Leah aki increase 
in unemployment <%s3.in our community. This kind of 
pressure creates a restless type of frustration Chats 


not conducive to the welfare of black people of the inner 


CL ee 


Orxen TE. Cohiil 
President 
—Edgewood Civic Association Inc. 


7 a i an 
ih od ott ne Luar : oe 
b3avoass. orld qu. vosge @ 02 oe 


risive int odd obs fioawod 28 “Mooi Xi fai 
oe 


ce a 
99¢ wt dom Kntoybe sats al Sonte (O38 thoy £ Tova 


| alas drow on 2d eo ud 914 steely bna 
oa” 


Si0Na6 Th | og 
: hs "shit ot acowenn ‘was ath otads 2% sles 69 bosv03 sis SW 


aaseeant sua bins Mia Jegbud 26 aeunosd jexeteb vlomd-tiu 


rel a Mo bad tit “iinuivnod xuo at Se Iansmyolanoau ‘at 


oe sata od yens v2 10° Sqy 4 eesltact & #938514 Sterns Tq 


tenant’ sia Yo igang sist to stailew oni of svioubnas son 
; ; . 


~ " re 
> % fo 


hot 
o 


‘8 P{lveS .T asrt0 
cy Inebisext 
aes ip Xonisonen oivid hoowogba-~ 


IA 

£ih 

| Vasa 
-* 


Fs 
°F y2F 
fa ee DD 
t 


ad 


bie See 

cd 48 «6 
£347 
BF 

RI 

6 We 

~> 
PE 


- 
ue? 


t- 


f 
} 


— 


me J 


a 
y 
-~ 


TRY 
if 
oO 


Ok 


RSF IE 
544.35 
Fr h res 
Pm Pag 3 
47 

z 

3 

¢ 


Tv 
w 


Aut BA 
‘eae 
hee 
3 


sus 


AU ' 


23 
es 
wae 


ee 


Ry 


, 


i 


Ae 
POO 


Le ¢ 
Ui 


yy 
et 


as 


Be 


7 

~ 
Sf 
oo 


VW 


Ty 


kay ee 


4 
JiRR 


Ae ey 8 24 


HOO 
hee 


ra) 
* ae 
ot 
EARS 


RD 
SC 


be 


aN 


” 
xe 
Ripa Sea 2a Pes 


Fay 
nF x 


BOA 


NCE 


LHVOLVES QU 
bis ‘ 


tea) 
i 
a 


IO 
fie 


he 


LP atk 


=Y 


Cc 


RINT 
BLA ot 


.) 


DEQ 


BR 


“a 


OF COL, 


ya 
7 
3 


a 
i 


3 


VICE 


Le ty 
S74, 
p fae Te 


4) 95 


Yt 
Bee) 


J 
% 


- 
3 
RY 


nc 
ae | 
heats 
v BBY 


£ 
om 


DIST 


JOD 


YY 


- 


BAS A.C 


if 


ee 
43 
= 
TORE, 
aE 


iH 


£G! 


& 


trex 
a His 


+ 


i COH 
OP 


nD 


Fy fa te: 
i f 
ow 
ra 
~ 
ere, 
Se 


sae 
8 Fe) 


43 


3 


- 
2 


4s 
ds 


od be 


0 


3 
i? 
a3 
mm 
b ee 
Bee 


ty 


SDD. 


pepe 


wits 
f 

x 

mf 

by 
+4 
FL 


ah 
TaTR 


£2 
ra 


. 


r) 


Po) 


Es 5r7 
ah eM 


% 

vy 
ra 
= 


+ 


BECAU 
is 


ndat 


SL 


& 


pi ag} 
{ 
re 


we 
bo eee | 


&» 


. 


. 
re 
ea 
Por 


BOT 
Ti 
- 


x 
+2 
ae 
. 


7% FF 
* * : 
as ARR 
eye 
eryycy pet 
r saa 


axe 


+ 


Wf 
MT 
> 


ENO 
2 


es Aaah 


YOU 


“4 


FM ba 
me? 


ie 
bur He 
Y £0 $3.2 


oy 
+ 


a 


« 


Aye 


WOH 
bd nae 


I 


rat 


u 
7 


3 


¥ 


9 
royz a 
A riag 


¥ 
La 


29 am 


Lda 
DIAS 
NW OF 


4 


wins 
WAR 
tod 
1 
oe 
oa 


a 


ese 


7 


AT? 


= 


Tr 
as 


Cust 
eas 


Co 
Te 
OPE 
c1ty 


4 : 
: 4 wy 
J ‘ - é 


‘lal EE ¢ ae 
nibGs oo 


‘sk 
~ 


‘ ed "a 4 ; ’ 
- | Sf. ab 5 - 4 . he ’ f ae ¥ 4 
‘ ge UN ae os hl fate re eS Nel a= 
>) a TG) o ‘ opre j . bas | +2 + D ‘ 
b, - al Oe Oe Se papas - a i sg 


7 aN Oia ngs F ab Se ri iP, or, 
Pe Peat “he ite jhe 


“. 


*, 


. , 7 a pre 
%, » 7 ¥ .. : 4 oy : P: ia*% r a 
Tk anne 9 5 Tae RS ie en hints tes ee 
{ " a ’ “eh , ii, nly «lh, Y & “ M oi, 
i, \. ore ee eat.) a 
p at 2, ee oe ee aS 
4 *. A ay: wr? : 


br te! 
ica 

Rly Ye 
a 

7 + 


i 
4 
¥ 
dé 
2 


t 
, mat | “5 = 
ata. 


va te ngs ) <_ 4 
7 i! ‘Woe 


ii 

7 7: ae ee a 
enn ey 
oy Pus Gia 7 

4 te » PL. ' 
~ 


a 
1D 


a 
a2 ae 


Vi 


O 


pen 


‘ 
eI 


$ 


ay 
wD 
45 


ra Ts 


10) 


ray 
ARRI 


et 


Fb Ne 


rm } 
3 


COULD 


= 

£3 

pS Sig 

Laos 

r¢ " 
Se te cit 


5 


ee ae oe 


Wea 
Ii, 
Sa3ale ¥ 4% 


- 
- 


£5 
é 


a 


JE 
td 
Ors tal re 


i 


¥ 
ais 


= 


DEVI 


ne 


LIGHT B 
SATE 


~ 


wo 


* 


PSN ~ 
Rf OM, A 
RE 
ot 
My 


HOV: 


my 
ee 
ada 


tr 
tS 


attr 
Baa | 


we 
a 
z° 
wt 


RT ay: 


2 
AF 


B “Dee 


CLAS: 
aN 
ND 


tN 


as 


5 
ee 
4a 


= 
By 
uw 
yr 
N 


as 
UG a 


ny 5 
ee as 


Llis 
eee Bhd: 
‘capes 
pT 


weEy 
~ 
’ 
TF 
: 
i. 
Aw Baws 


% 
Ph eae 


415] 
iD 
LIG 


BEDE 


WAY 
Dy h 
“ia 


¥ 
ae tod de 


4 
. 


le 


ig O4LY 
Is 


SCHOOL © 


-s 
os 
x ere | 


$+ 


“— 


fy 
Sook 


T3738 


bs 
ah hed 
Bass 
ra 
TPIT 
ve & 


iC 


a 


ai 

pty 
es 

af 


ey 


i’ 
eed 
oss 
ds 


~~ 


ft 


tees 


ak & 


TS 
a4 
RR 
x4 
a aed 
BEC 


t 


Kw ey 
MED BY 


Terry x 


LIGY 
ON 2 
TRASH CO 
VOR 


a 


ii 
Nee teve de 


(NB 


ai 


J 


SET 4, 
wh 
iN 


es 


LY 
PLO 
N AN 


a 


RE 
Oe 
pers 
2 


rey 
a & 


is 


A! 
a 


mK 


LE 


O alte 


gO 
Ton. aX 
Sd teat 


i) 


4 


is LV 


ei 


HG 


aa 
A. 


ey 


si aa ae br 

a bee ve 
ora seke 
sey 

anew 


y 


OR SOM 


y 


rae 

TT 
ARS 

Pacts 


US 


ae 
t 
re ee) of 


\ 


¥ 
vs 


B 


on 
eS 
” 


. 


ba 

ite 

a 
mY 


bwid 
au 
YTD. 
ad hy 


: 
At 


‘a 
oe 


r 
St 8. 


mo 
USED LAVISi 


TEACH 


4] 


F 


ge 


et. & 


’ 4 J Cdl) oe 
“a aaate & i 
q : : a , . sh : 
a) ie 1 vt 28 add ethane aS one ve 
: 7 i - " i Ge Pi* 7 : 4 - ary ov 
: a : ; ; i u pia tye rea - ; : ‘s > an ‘ 
: aes : FE : ae | ahs oh 7 a il re’ vehi Tak rae ? + 6 Sa af 4 ° 


IY) Ce die tt : {ya ae tt ; a wait AAAOOS: vant, ft rem 


CRONE ar slaps aOR eA a or PALI: ane Peay o's ey ge 
: hits a 4 7 
oi ages | yA} me =e ai! bi ra dS, “ie “eens ont Cuil # ae bet xD 


>i a Py 


rie. te rate y ~~ % ots ~~ ed ry ced iow aT 
- : an tice one pit ite ~ bie, a = ee ee - iC ¥a es . abe + oe oid ¥% ‘ustansa Ue . t ni 
6, : ) 
- } a 7 _ ; i mae eh ‘ _ ' 
ree 2, Vn a ND ge MATEY 1OCHIA 6D 6M 
, / nell Ral ta 49 te _ | ) 
F 4s : oe 
: ; . ' ne ) a 2 i “i fey- °e a fe a r mer tid > 
7 Ata. ee Be gies ar ee, a r%, -") ines hae a ck a 3 ree = aie Li OD SO i 
: ea : > "s 7 
; 7 “ — « = we / ere pe | ity wo $7 | (ns “TY iy fd 
4 . tied af y oc” 4% *? 7 , oe “= pire . a fa tL @ , eect A =? 
a : i 4 3 - 
7 vy , P : , a4 ‘ a TIT » uP. aal iw) tive <orexyin . »V°. cfg 
. : iw ' Py x y'ra \) CiPisswie ne th TC pA +8 7 } \ Teli, J ra] wal | ry h La . Le z1 7 
a - ® a ? 7 srry ’ ree « bd more ¢ bFy 4 i te 
= ee ee ee Ae or eer EeetR LOLPOAIIGS ena? 
i _~* - - 4 a +49 a ip ; “a rN @ ri wi rt He i, Vi i“ 2 
ay ae they os f eee ot era {si wip, rea $07) wtte, ad . Niwas YG Ghe oe 
rare Y Bik, or ; j me i 


ia eg ay Pn gee A ei eaten ERAS Pon: -saoowrmaien 
@ wy % ; ; 


nee VIL ies oD ie ite eapea ae #% ed Tou Varuecoas4 


q -¢ 7 la) _ ~) : : 7 1 a 
z= tis v¢ Ley ; sPn FPA 24 i ae | aur : (ve ua ent: 2 i COON run zs a | 
wy a - ey 7 ~~ 


i  encentiny as epown 
Rees 


ida ct as 
7 vy 
+ nH ee Sean 
, et =o ; 
tw eG sity rt eee, i war 


ie ‘3 saepebet 


i a TAL, my: wigan nets 


“a. 3 ie Ve! haat dickim 2 


est ah n i, ” 
| rr) r at 7 


PPTs ) wre: es » 
r] i v9. ate { 
s ’ 8. Pate? he Pe | ‘ 
: ° 
® ; : 


bi >i 


a » afm 4 " v7 


= 


IT:ASYI 


VAL 


A 


z 
2 


x 
Back tect " 


i WAS 


+t 
ty 


} URI 


DEP 


é 


grye 
> a8) B iS) Bae 


+ 
é 


or 
BF tenn 


& 


“~ 


ya yet 
Mis 


4 
+% 


2 
S 


Al 


rf 


AST 
PE wrony 


PINIVE 


tl 
& 


3 


MSE 
pie TW t 


Sy toe poe 
sLiswes 


L 


49 

Ay dy 
ne 
a La 


0 


z 
= 


wt 
c 


4 


a 
is 


7 
ff 


Naa 


3 


Lae 


an 


PORT 


TS 
he 


SIDIAL SU. 


CUSTC 


YNSFER EN Ty 
Soak) ckoseeee 


re 
£3 


ERATION 
Weis st 


\ 


A 


7 


a. 


i. 
Ae 


a% iy i 


a ATS 


-~ 


VEN 


— 
a 


e 
ve 


fy" 
ae 
oy 


“7 
Pk Wey 


fs Pa 


* 
ahs 
2 


WE 


Tre 
eee oar | 
Shed ote Fi 


. 
i 
ae 


t 


72 
{F tiie 


“tt 
net EL 


Fae be t 
reel 


CAN R 


e434 
es ied 
orks 


bi St Mo 
- 
* 


iLGLE 


nny ape 
JOD oe 


We BAK, 


tt 


pert 


OUR S 


e2 Te 
‘ 
RS ¥ be 


og 


rhe 
. 


OA 


t 
¥ 


= 
PA 


{907 


i oe us ry y Lae 7 


2 nha Me iGo Tala 2, RC: oR 


<a Ti 


s% i ; 
ae a. ent on ik; val tic an 2 “oy Seoune sao ERSRESS Si tO MEG 
| } 
regents eh aad 2092 on his = ly erty myx kK ue oe Mc e/ ii "4 y- 4 * - 


ay, liad OG, WICH C72 AGOWGE 10 SHON SH KO CWA 


i ¥ 
eTRO' se cee cdoriun. AME wut ROTA WA LI IAK i? 
+. : ' 


a 
| Sea BM: PT RAY Ci APR gooOE WEEN DAN Ey Sts 
os 
| dial sebblae, Feces et aM aw .ehcoKendcD 
7 : et) ot PRA sv Teed) See - METNOOCNTA (5 Voir: ye Tr A eee 
’ 


a} v 7 
iP MOOR Bt tie coke TRS tetsepUES OKA VorLaseecr wer 


j a 


7 SOIT ime peer UNS 7S H4GUD Ty in GATS SVLT ris VA | 


SB tink - 


LZ Leach, er a EA SU Se BIT LUC wee ie. 
Hae he ST Sales Col ea Bate COE 
ahhrtg the AV Lt of 1 
Mi, Len (Cee F } OL LALI LOI wie Lhe 
‘eh ee ei Ls He ge Plate Oa ak 
| ee Cogagohie ot ee Lh 2 ae 
will as 2 WO ree roe: ag a GC. bubda, OKs 
Ae) UZ ia 4a Gh bf, SOAS Ce 
LG a, eeleo ce LAF thy. one Gee SLO’ / 
A467 pa tihte a besibile, % Cee 
Hey fe eee Mea? A. C-tin/ SAA Geet a =e wd 
“Bath ele ae AAA He eae ae for / 
ch ee Sos ee Oe Wee ve ff We Clee Zé 
a hpata Ad tf Xa Dg op | 
he; Dh re fiacs See ale LPP x Cree | 
= Vie he jw Chirp, I. ea i ae eye ae C aly 
ey ee ae en J 
ee porumncenctip A, es Ente alli EAS AG L 
EAD ote ha ve PUL Ds fe eee - tt: ctl COL bees, i rg oc 
Tie. ALIEN. ys eg ey AAD A fe tH 2 APL 


ft 
Pak, tel Ca Cs Af oe he 8) nae e os re a 0 Ge ee Wee ee aay Z fee 


: ae ae 


: 
» 


; ’ . - a ” a f ah ; kan 
Set) ait, eal 
fee ee 
> PD, “ y : a Nei anf iy ¢q 
7 fy ~ ic? 7. te at , ; 
- oo eae ; be! hy ae . 
” See a ess 


j) f we Bri pie se 
COer aw CEA ited, we OF OF eo A 


iD aly Sy mS ZEB oay, SP reed ee EE: tk AY 


oe eee, oor py aie Lb APL > Se oe 
Me Lhd es Of Ah ee ae tg Neco ft 16 
COOL LEDERER 
Lh Kar a, ET ee 

Lye’ es tae EEE eS, Oe feher ae 3 
wie ee KiB eeu a aie ye ZA Jer COLA A 
“Ky LL . Wyatthe AO ie tors Ah, Ons Weds sa 
Arphvorota tone), bends ha oradee 
wa ten JE OL ore on oy, Ceri oe Compt 
TAZ eee woe: ia? eal Mere eae / 


ae ‘ Vi | ee ks ; a 
Se Ae os fot a) He Z Wee J ee f Am: 


~ “a 


7 ¢ 5 
Rie! Ns os x <~ ail 


ni nn th 
ad ASK: cee ok: 
‘ = 
= ; x 
ie posers SON 


oe a aS 


\ 
ik. 


‘> h. he Fe J 


Se 2 


teh % 
i j 


December 3, 1969 
TO: Board of Education, District of Columbia 


FROM: Welborn David Daggett, Vice President, Patterson Elementary 

School PTA. 116 Elmira Street S. W. Tels 562-2921 
unsupported 

Theknat Geeruth allegations of incidents of crime made by an 

unrepresentative group of 5 to 7 people calling themselves the 

MPA (Military Parents Association), are deplorable to me and most 

respectable parents of my community, and according to investigations 

which we are now conducting their claims of violence in the schools, 

namely, Ballou, Hart, Simon, and Patterson are gross distortions and 

totally untrue, 


At Patterson Elementary School, South Capitol Terrace and Elmira 
Street S. W., we have a very active PYA, serving a school community 

of over 20, 000 people; our PTA is comprised of over 500 persons, 
mostly parents with children in the School, including ovdr 50 members 
wno are parents in the military service whose children go to Patterson 
School, As of the time, in September-October 1969, the MPA group of 

5 to 7 people published untruthful statements about the four schools 
mentioned above, not one incident of violence had been reported to the 
Principal or to the PTA, Our current survey of €i®ilian and military 
parents and children disclosed no incidents of violence, until about 
two weeks ago,slong after the group of 5 to 7 people publicted their 
unwarranted attacks on the School. When two incidents Soe eae 


@  O 


The group of 5 to 7 persons calling themselves the MPA have refused 
to join or work with responsible groups such as civic associations, 
PTA's, and other organizations who represent the majority of parents 
and citizens, military and civilian, who seek improved learning 
conditions for all children, 


At this point in our investigation cf this epee of 5 to 7 people 


wR ee 
we have concluded that, as ches are being used as political ed 
their purpose is to do nothing more than to fake community opinion in 
a failling effort to justify the presdetermined findings and report 
of Senator Spong's 1LDay»-Committee HearingsInvestigation on Crime in 
*D, C, Schools. :. 


In a time of integration and cooperation it is appalling to imagine a 
group of people still preferring segregation and seeking to deny all 
children an equal educational opportunity, by attempting to have a 
school buiit on the Bolling Air Force Base mainly for the children 

of 5 to / people who are making vain attempts to exclude the majority 
of children of both military and civilian children, 
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They, in the name and disguise of "special education", are seeking 

to construct special situations of violence, UXa disorder, and 
unadaptability involving almost/each case a child of one of these 

5 to 7 people only, while most military and civilian children attend 
school with a minimum of diéficulty. Upon observing the conduct, 4 
and studying the school disciplinary history of the children of these 
5 to 7 persons, it becomes all too clear that some are un=«loved off~ 
springs of a prior marriage of one or both parents, and that by now 
they are experienced in skillful, déliberate provocation of peaceful 
children who otherwise can not distinguish them from other children. 


-The terror and tyranny of the misrevresentations made by this group 
») > I ¥ E 


of only 5 to 7 persons pounds the first and worst blow to their own; 
their second stroke of 111 will affects all school children, and the 
diversion of the minds of educational, officials from learning and 
teaching to crime and punishment destroying all efforts to build a 
free, peaceful society for all people, 


Let us not be blinded into making jails out of the schools which produce 
our leaders of the future. As parents of children in the schools, 

we love our children and devote our lives to protect them; we would 

not trust this job to policemen in a school looking for, and determined 
to find, crime whether it exists or not. 


We do not see a need for policemen inside the schools; the crimes are 
being committed, out of the school, around the school, on the street «== 
but rarely if ever in the school, We will not accept policemen and 
jails as substitutes for the real educational needs, which are more 
teachers, facilities, space, and above all educational funds for our 
District of Columbia children. Will you help us to get the funds to 
provide the educational needs of all children? The majority of parents 
of my community look forward to working with you to help children. 
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Welborn D, Daggett, 


Vice PREsident, Patterson PTA 
116 Elmira Sts Si. We 
56282921 


